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Dear Parents and Students: 

 

It is our mission to provide opportunities for students to follow a variety of career paths 
to make students marketable and competitive in our global society.  Selecting courses to 
take in high school is the first step in preparing for a career.  Choosing the courses which 
are best for any one individual varies greatly depending upon interests, goals, and 
abilities.  Since work is a major activity in our lives, the decisions you make regarding the 
education you may need is vitally important to your future.  
 
A factor that does create some confusion in deciding what type of education and how 
much education is necessary is the fact that in Minnesota all public post-secondary 
educational institutions are called “colleges.”  When you are considering post-secondary 
education, you must keep in mind that the term “college” does not automatically refer to a 
four-year course of study.   Two year colleges such as community colleges and technical 
colleges are also available to students.  
 
We encourage students and parents to frequently discuss options available for “life after 
high school”. Choose the courses that will best prepare you for a realistic and meaningful 
career and life style.  If you have any questions or need further information, we 
encourage you to contact one of our high school counselors for assistance.  
 
Independent Study and Student Assistant Request forms can be picked up in the guidance 
office at the beginning of the next school year. Students must see Department Chairs for 
more information. 
 
Please note that the courses students choose during registration are the courses 
that students will be required to take as their schedules will allow.  Staffing is 
determined by this pre-registration process.  Therefore, it is crucial that students 
and parents realize that choices made are, in most cases, final.   
 
Good luck as you prepare for your future.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Christine Meeks, School Counselor 
Sydney Piras, School Counselor 
 
Jeanette Swanson, Principal 
Dr. Jason Miller, Assistant Principal 
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
Classes of 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022, 
Waseca High School is on a trimester schedule and a seven period day.  Students earn one trimester of 
credit at the successful completion of each course every twelve weeks. (Exception: Phy Ed 9 and 
Computer and Career Readiness = .5 credit each.) 
 
Graduation Requirements: The following requirements must be met to be eligible to receive a 
Minnesota high school diploma from Waseca High School. 
 

1. Credits: Complete 74 credits of coursework as outlined in the Waseca High School student 
registration manual. 

 
2. Required Credits:  
 
12 credits (4 years) of Language Arts 1 credit of Health 
12 credits (4 years) of Social Studies  1.5 credits of Computer and Career Readiness 
9 credits (3 years) of Math  3 credits in the Arts 
9 credits (3 years) of Science   2 credits in Homeroom (.5 credits per yr) 
3.5 credits of Physical Education  

   
3. Elective Credits: Complete a minimum of 21 and a maximum of 31 elective credits 

 
Students are required to take a minimum of 18 credits per year.  All students are required to 
enroll in six credits per trimester.  Any students taking only six credits a trimester will be assigned to 
a study hall during their open class period. Schedule changes (Drop/Add) may be made only during 
the first three days of each trimester. 

 
 Language Arts (12 Credits)                           Mathematics (9 Credits) 
 Lang/Lit 9: I, II, III                                                          Intermediate Algebra 
 Lang/Lit 10: I, II, III             Geometry 
 Lang/Lit 11: I, II, III                    Algebra II 
 Lang/ Lit 12: I, II, III                    Advanced Algebra 
 AP English: Literature & Composition                 CIS College Algebra Through Modeling  
  (Meets Grade 11 requirements)                  Pre-Calculus 
AP English: Language & Composition   Enriched Pre-Calculus 
 (Meets Grade 12 requirements)                   AP Statistics 
                      AP Calculus  

 
 Social Studies (12 Credits)               Science (9 Credits) 
 Social Studies 9: I, II, III                    Physical Science OR Enriched Physical Science 
 U.S. History 10: I, II, III                    Biology OR Everyday Biology 
 Global Studies I, II, III                    Chemistry in the Community OR 
 Principles of American Government and                  Chemistry OR 
 Economics OR CIS Political Science                    AP Chemistry OR 
                                                                                                     CIS Physics by Inquiry OR 

 Physical Education/Health (4.5 Credits)   CIS Intro to College Physics  
 Physical Education 9 

 Physical Education 10                   Business (1.5 Credits) 
 Health 10                       Computer and Career Readiness  
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GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS continued 

 
Arts Electives (3 Credits) 

A minimum of three credits needed from the following: 
 

Drawing 1, 2 
Ceramics 1, 2, 3 

Painting 1, 2 
Graphic Design 1, 2 

Mixed Media 1, 2 
Printmaking 

AP Studio Arts 
Yearbook (3 credits) 

Digital Media (1 credit) 
Woods I (2 credits) 
Woods II (3 credits) 

 
Concert Choir (3 credits) 
Select Choir (3 credits) 

Concert Band (2 or 3 credits) 
Symphonic Band (2 credits) 

Marching Band (1 credit) 
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Ways to Earn College Credit at Waseca High School 
Students have a variety of opportunities to potentially earn college credit while in high school. 
Note: students may earn college credit through a college/university, however, if they decide to 
attend a different college than the one that awarded them credit during high school, it is up to the 
admitting college on whether or not to accept that college credit. Each opportunity has its pros 
and cons and it is advised that you/your student have a conversation with a school counselor 
about these. Please see below for general descriptions of the various opportunities.  
 

Postsecondary Enrollment Options (PSEO): The PSEO program is a dual credit program that 
allows high school students to simultaneously earn high school and college credit through 
enrollment in and successful completion of college-level courses on a college campus or online. 
Students may take PSEO courses on a full- or part-time basis. The PSEO program provides 
students with a greater variety of class offerings as well as the opportunity to pursue more 
challenging coursework than may be available at the high school. The tuition, fees and required 
textbooks are at no cost to students. 
 General requirements in order to participate: 10th, 11th, and 12th grade students are able 
to participate in PSEO if they fulfill enrollment requirements. 10th grade students must have 
received a passing score on their 8th grade MCA reading test. 11th grade students must be in the 
top ⅓ of their class or have an ACT score of 24+. 12th grade students must be in the top ½ of 
their class or have an ACT score of 21+. Students must discuss this process with either Ms. 
Meeks or Ms. Piras. 
 

Advanced Placement (AP): AP classes offer enriched curricula to high school students. Students 
can take the AP test offered each spring in order to potentially earn credits towards college. 
Students additionally receive a GPA boost of .33 per trimester if they take the class and the AP 
test.  
 

Concurrent Enrollment: Concurrent Enrollment is another dual credit option that provides 
high school students with the opportunity to take college-credit courses taught by college-
approved high school teachers or college faculty, generally on the high school campus.  Students 
receive a college id and their grade goes onto a college transcript. There are several ways to earn 
concurrent enrollment credits at Waseca High School: 

- College in the Schools (CIS) classes 
- Riverland Concurrent Enrollment 
- South Central Concurrent Enrollment 

 
Project Lead the Way (PLTW): Project Lead the Way is a program through Saint Cloud State 
University in which students have the potential to earn college credits by taking Introduction to 
Engineering Design and Principles of Engineering. In order to earn three college credits, students 
must maintain a “B” average through the year, pass an end of course assessment, and pay $100.  
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE): This type of course is part of a Career and Technical 
Education program that provides students with, rigorous content aligned with academic 
standards and relevant technical knowledge and skills. These skills help prepare students for 
further education and careers in current and emerging professions and provide technical skill 
proficiency. 



8 

Classes Offering College Credit 
(Please see the previous page for details) 

 
 

Advanced Placement 
AP Language and Literature 

AP Language and Composition 
AP Calculus 
AP Statistics 

AP Chemistry 
AP Studio Art (not offered ’19-’20) 

 
College in the Schools- U of MN 

CIS Political Science 
CIS Mathematical Modeling and Prediction 

CIS Physics by Inquiry 
CIS Intro to College Physics 

CIS Spanish IV 
 

Riverland Concurrent Enrollment 
Accounting 
Marketing I 

Agribusiness 
 

South Central College Concurrent Enrollment 
High-STEP Health Science Academy 

-Health Science Technology 
-Medical Terminology 

 
Project Lead the Way 

Introduction to Engineering Design 
Principles of Engineering 

Civil Engineering and Architecture 
Computer Science Essentials 

 
CTE Credit 

See the Ag and Business portion of the guide for specific details 
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Visual Arts 
 

 

Course # Course Name Grades 

1113 Drawing 1 9-12 

1114 Drawing 2 9-12 

1115 Ceramics 1 9-12 

1116 Ceramics 2 9-12 

1117 Ceramics 3  9-12 

1120 Mixed Media 1 9-12 

1121 Mixed Media 2 9-12 

1123 Fiber Arts 9-12 

1124 Fiber Arts 2 9-12 

1125 Printmaking  9-12 

1126 Painting 1 9-12 

1127 Painting 2 9-12 

1136  Graphic Design 1 9-12 

1137 Graphic Design 2/Animation 9-12 

1140-1142 AP Studio Arts (offered 2019-2020)  10-12 

 

In all visual arts courses students will develop knowledge of the art elements and principles of 
design and other vocabulary used to improve their skills. Appropriate use and care for tools and 
materials will be taught. Students will be exposed to careers and career information through 
presentations and instruction. Research and critique of master artists’ works, discussion about the 
philosophy of aesthetics, and self-evaluation will also be included. Each course fulfills one credit of 
the visual arts graduation requirement.  
 

1113 DRAWING 1  
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
You do not have to already know how to draw to register for this course! Areas of study include 
improving your “seeing” skills, experimenting with drawing media (pencil, marker, pastels, etc.) 
and using a variety of techniques to create your observational drawing. Art Fee: $10.00    
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1114 DRAWING 2 
Prerequisite: Drawing I 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Students will expand the skills and creative ideas developed in Drawing 1 with an emphasis on 
the creative possibilities of media (charcoal, pen and ink, colored pencil, etc.). Creativity and 
refined quality in finished drawings will be expected. Both traditional and contemporary 
approaches will be discussed and applied in drawing problems that will incorporate portraiture 
and the human figure. Art Fee: $10.00   
 

1115 CERAMICS 1 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course introduces students to basic hand-building methods (pinch, coil and slab 
construction) and wheel thrown techniques through a variety of concepts and experiences. 
Students will learn surface designs, glazing techniques, tool safety, and about the operation of the 
kiln while developing an appreciation for disciplined work habits in the ceramics classroom. Art 
Fee: $10.00 
 

1116 CERAMICS 2 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This advanced course is for students who have experienced basic ceramic techniques and wish to 
develop a greater sense of mastery in the medium. Students will continue to work with clay using 
hand-building techniques and creating more complex forms on the potter’s wheel while 
experimenting with surface designs and glazes. Students will be expected to work at a more 
intensive individual level while creating more imaginative forms in a more challenging 
environment. Art Fee $10.00 
 

1117 CERAMICS 3 
Prerequisite: Ceramics 1 and 2 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
The major emphasis of this course is to extend the student’s technical skills and conceptual 
approaches to the medium of clay. Students will study figure sculpture, abstract sculpture, and 
the potter’s wheel. Stress is on craftsmanship, discipline and originality. The course helps the 
students to further develop aesthetic criteria of the ceramic arts and to investigate potential 
vocational options. Students will document the development of their artistic style through 
sketchbook assignments. Art Fee: $10.00 
 

1120 MIXED MEDIA 1 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course will support student’s exploration of contemporary and traditional sculptural 
approaches by combining a variety of media in the same artwork. Painting, drawing, ceramics, 
collage, assemblage and fibers will be some of the media used during this class. Emphasis of all 
assignments will be on the development of art skills, creativity, composition, and surface design. 
Art Fee: $10.00 
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1121 MIXED MEDIA 2 
Prerequisite: Mixed Media 1  
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course offers students an opportunity to explore the sculptural art form in depth. Students 
will develop a modern approach to sculpture including but not limited to paper mache, fibers, 
and the book as an art form. A variety of media will be used to create sculptural forms and 
surface design techniques will be applied to each artwork. Art Fee: $10.00 
 

1123 FIBER ARTS 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Students will explore contemporary and historical fiber arts, their design and processes, to 
create artwork using a variety of fibers.  Students will learn to dye fabrics, knit or, and surface 
design techniques.  Functional and decorative artworks will be created.   Art Fee: $10.00. 
 

1124 PRINTMAKING 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course offers students an opportunity to go beyond a basic level of stamping and stenciling. 
Students will explore a variety of printmaking processes including collagraphs, mono-prints, 
linoleum printing, block printing, and silk screens. Art Fee: $10.00 
 

1126 PAINTING 1 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Students will develop knowledge of the art elements and principles of design and other 
vocabulary used to improve their painting skills. Students will use a variety of painting methods 
and materials (watercolor, tempera, and acrylic) to gain insight and experience with the unique 
qualities and technical skills involved with each type of media. Assignments are designed to help 
you gain skill and familiarity with using paint, brushes, and painting techniques. Art Fee: $10.00    
 

1127 PAINTING 2 
Prerequisite: Painting 1 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course will expand the techniques learned in Painting 1 to further enhance student’s 
painting skills while exploring new subject matter. Assignments are more conceptually based, 
using student’s own ideas and problem-solving skills. Exploration of themes, styles, and periods 
of art history, and artists who use them will be introduced. Students will use oil and acrylic 
paints as well as masonite, canvas boards or stretched canvas to complete their artwork. Art Fee: 
$10.00    
 

1136 GRAPHIC DESIGN 1  
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course introduces students to the use of the computer as an art and design tool. Using 
computer graphics programs currently in use by graphic designers and artists (Adobe 
Photoshop, and Illustrator), students will apply techniques to create, edit and transform new or 
existing images. Students will also learn to be creative and imaginative thinkers, able to solve 
problems quickly and decisively through design software. Art Fee: $10.00    
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1137 GRAPHIC DESIGN 2/ANIMATION 
Prerequisite: Graphic Design I 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course introduces students to the stop motion animation technique in conjunction with 
Adobe Photoshop and Movie Maker to create short animated films. Students will learn the basics 
of storyboard creation, armature for the characters, set design and lighting effects. Access to a 
digital camera for this trimester is strongly recommended. Art Fee: $10.00    
 

1140, 1141, 1142 ADVANCED PLACEMENT STUDIO ARTS 
(3 Trimesters- Grades 10, 11, 12) – Not offered 2018-2019  
PREREQUISITE: Completion of all prior courses in the area of study the student wishes to 
focus on (Ex. Ceramics 1-3 if you choose to focus on Ceramics) 
 This course is designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical 
experience of art. Students will choose one of the following areas of study: 2-D Design, 3-D 
Design of Drawing-corresponding to the most common college foundation courses. This course 
will encourage creative investigation of formal and conceptual issues, emphasize making art as 
an ongoing process that involves the students in informed and critical decision making, develop 
technical skills and familiarize students with the functions of the visual elements. Students taking 
this course are highly encouraged to submit their portfolio for evaluation to the Advanced 
Placement Studio Art College Board in the spring and are responsible for the exam fee. Upon 
Successful completion of the AP Studio Arts portfolio review, the students will be given a 0.333 
GPA bonus for each trimester of AP Studio Arts. Colleges may grant college credit depending on 
the student's score on the AP Studio Arts portfolio review. 
For additional information please visit: https://tinyurl.com/studioartwaseca 
 

BUSINESS EDUCATION 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 
1501-1503 **Accounting—online and regular (Concurrent enrollment credit) 10-12 
1507-1509 Advanced Accounting—online and regular (CTE credit) 11-12 
1518 Intro to Business/Marketing  9-11 
1526-1528 Yearbook Production (Art credit ) 11-12 

1533 Personal Finance  10-12 
1540-1542 Computer and Career Readiness 9 
1550 Keyboarding I (CTE credit) 10-12 
1556 Technology Applications 9-12 
1566 Digital Media (Art credit ) 10-12 
1569 Health Careers Seminar—See Science Section 11-12 
1570-1572 Business Seminar—DECA & BPA (CTE credit-Excel) 11-12 
1573-1575, 
1576-1578 

Internship Work Program 12 

1580-1582 Marketing I—DECA (College credit available) 10-12 
1584-1586 Marketing II-DECA (Concurrent enrollment credit) 11-12 
1590-1592 Youth Service and Leadership (YSL) 11-12 
1553 Computer Applications for College 10-12 

**Find information about Concurrent Enrollment and CTE on page 7 

https://tinyurl.com/studioartwaseca
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1501, 1502, 1503 ACCOUNTING  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12)  
College transcript and/or college credit (Tech Prep Certificate) available upon successful 
completion - See Mrs. Schumacher for more information. No prerequisites required 
Accounting touches the lives of everyone. Students will be involved in discussion and hands-on 
financial transactions and reports. This course introduces the basic bookkeeping cycle. Topics 
include the analyses of business transactions, recording transactions in a variety of journals, 
recording payroll, and preparing financial reports. The class content is well suited for students 
intending to enter into business or more specifically, the accounting field. Many topics covered 
will be beneficial to students concerning their personal financial needs. 
Strongly recommended for all Marketing, DECA, and BPA students or any student who 
plans to major in any area of business at the college level. 
 

1507, 1508, 1509 ADVANCED ACCOUNTING 
(3 Trimesters - Grades 11, 12) 
College credit (Tech Prep Certificate) available upon successful completion 
-Students may elect to take this class as on ONLINE course—permission from department 
and parent is required. Online students are required to maintain an 85% grade in the 
course to remain in the online status. A variety of online options are available. Please see 
Mrs. Hodgkins or Mrs. Schumacher to discuss options. Strongly recommended for all 
Marketing, DECA, and BPA students or any student who plans to major in any area of 
business at the college level. 
Advanced accounting is a second year course that builds upon what was learned in first-year 
accounting/bookkeeping and would apply toward your future career and/or personal use. 
This course is for the student who has one or more of the following objectives in mind: 
1. Wanting to know more about business procedures and business records than can be learned 

in first-year bookkeeping/accounting so that as a future business employee, manager, or 
owner, they can direct an organization and interpret business records. 

2. Planning to go to college and major in accounting, marketing, management, or any other 
phase of business. 

3. Planning to seek employment as a bookkeeper/accountant upon graduation from high 
school. 

4. Planning possible careers in programming or working with computers in business. 
 

1518 INTRODUCTION TO BUSINESS/MARKETING  
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11)   
You are living in a world of business. There is little that you will do in future years that will not 
be directly or indirectly involved with the business community. Introduction to 
Business/Marketing is a one-trimester course designed for 9, 10 & 11 grade students. Some of 
the topic areas include our business and economic system; the organization and role of 
business; your role as a worker and consumer in our system; participating in a computer 
business model simulation on the market place, the free enterprise system and types of 
business ownership. 
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1526, 1527, 1528 YEARBOOK PRODUCTION  
(3 Trimesters – Grades 11, 12) 
May fulfills 3 credits of Art standard  
Students are required to take all three trimesters 
Permission Required – See Mrs. Hodgkins. 
Recommended Prerequisite: Digital Photography  
Each student will be completely involved in all aspects of creating a yearbook. You will expand 
on writing and reporting skills and acquire marketing skills. You will be involved in hands-on 
computer work such as scanning and layout creation. You will be exposed to industry standard 
publication software programs such as In Design CS5 and Photoshop CS5. You will operate a 
digital camera and insert converted photos into your layouts. Correct copy writing and text 
reporting, decision making within the book relating to themes, covers and other technical points 
in the production of this book are studied. Students work as a team to produce the best yearbook 
as a remembrance of the past. 
 

1533 PERSONAL FINANCE 
(1 Trimester - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
This one trimester course is designed to help prepare you as a young adult to manage your 
money once you are on your own and will provide solid strategies for successful financial 
management. Do you want to travel? Or be able to retire early? This class covers topics such as 
banking and bank services, financial planning, budgeting, managing credit, insurance, preparing 
for retirement, and investing. All students are encouraged to take Personal Finance and learn 
how to make wise financial decisions. 
 

1540, 1541, 1542 COMPUTER AND CAREER READINESS 
(1.5 Credits - Required course) 
(Meets every other day--opposite PE) 
The class will help students develop an educational/career plan that will guide students as they 
choose high school courses, careers, and post-secondary options, students will interpret, use 
skills/abilities/values assessment results to prepare for college and/or careers. Students will 
also learn how to efficiently use the Office 2013 applications: Word and Excel and Office 365. In 
addition, students will be introduced to computer programming. 
 

1550 KEYBOARDING I 
 (1 Trimester - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
College credit available upon successful completion 
Prerequisite: Only for students who have not completed Computer Skills or by Business Education 
Department Chair consent. 
This class is designed to teach proper keyboarding techniques and develop a proficient level of 
speed and accuracy using the touch method of keyboarding. Software used in this course will 
include Windows, Word, Excel and Glencoe Keyboarding. You will also learn correct formats for 
letters, memos, reports and tables. 
 

The opportunity to earn 2 or 3 college credits is available to you upon successful completion of 
this course. These credits will not only save you many dollars at the college level, but they will 
also shorten the time needed to complete your college program. 
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1553  COMPUTER APPLICATIONS FOR COLLEGE 
(1 Trimester - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
College credit available upon successful completion 
Efficient operation of a computer and Office programs are life skills that are a necessity for 
anyone planning on continuing his or her education at a college or technical school. Students will 
cover advanced skills through units on Excel, Publisher, Access and Powerpoint. Students may 
elect to take this class as on ONLINE course-permission from department and parent is required. 
Online students are required to maintain an 85% grade in the course to remain in the online 
status. 
 

1556 TECHNOLOGY APPLICATIONS 

(1 Trimester - Grades 9-12) 
Students will explore computer applications that are current and relevant in today’s society; use 
of public domain applications, use of social media applications. Topics covered currently could 
include: blogs, rss feeds, podcasting, Live Binders, TinkerCAD, Bender, Prezi, Search Engines, 
JavaScript, collaborating projects using Google Applications such as Google Docs and Google 
Hangouts, Office 365, and creating and editing videos using Adobe Premier. 
 

1566 DIGITAL MEDIA 
May fulfill 1 credit of Art standard 
(1 Trimester -Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Students wanting to enhance their photo taking skills and learn new photo editing techniques, 
digital creation of computer animation would take this course. This course will introduce 
students to photo compositions, photo editing techniques with Photoshop Elements, online 
photo editing software, photo apps for the smartphone and creating and editing videos with 
Adobe Premier. Students will also identify the various career opportunities in the field of digital 
imagery. 

 
1570, 1571, 1572 BUSINESS SEMINAR— BPA  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 12) 
College credit available upon successful completion (Tech Prep-
Excel) 
Topics covered include job searching strategies, preparing effective resumes/cover letters/ 
application, effective interview strategies. Students will also explore starting your own business, 
getting along with employers and employees, understanding the importance of good business 
procedures, and other areas necessary to operate a successful and profitable business. The 
purpose of this class is to develop skills in the following areas:  interpersonal skills, 
communication skills, management, leadership skills and teamwork strategies. Microsoft Office 
will be used in this course. BPA club activities will also be conducted through this class.  
Required course for students who plan to enroll in the Internship (Work) Program. 
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1573, 1574, 1575, 1576, 1577, 1578 INTERNSHIP (WORK) PROGRAM  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 12 only)  
This is the Work Program Course for ALL Waseca High School internships.  

The Internship program is designed to strengthen student learning by engaging students in on-
the-job learning opportunities and provide meaningful business experiences outside the 
classroom. Student work schedules will vary depending on where they choose to work. Students 
must also register for one of three required classes:  Agribusiness, Business Seminar – BPA or 
Marketing II – DECA. 
Students may earn 1-2 credits each trimester. For 1 credit, sign up for only 1573-1575. 
For two credits, sign up for only 1576-1578.  
 

1580, 1581, 1582 Marketing I (Sports and Entertainment—DECA)  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
3.0 College credits available  
Marketing I prepares students for marketing or management 
careers in businesses of today. Learn about Free Enterprise, develop a new product, design 
advertising, conduct market research; all of these topics and more are presented in this course. 
This course is set up for all students with an interest in the fields of sports, entertainment, retail, 
travel and tourism, hospitality and restaurant management. Students will also obtain an 
understanding of the career options available to them.  
 
The student will: 

 Develop knowledge of career possibilities in sports, entertainment, retail, travel and 
tourism, hospitality and restaurant management.  

 Develop an understanding of the industry as it relates to a diverse population and global 
society. 

 Investigate the necessary entry skills for a career in sports, entertainment, retail, travel 
and tourism, hospitality and food service. 

 Create an activity to promote a sports team, entertainment event and a tourist promotion 
 
What is marketing? What is the economic value of sports, entertainment, retail, travel and 
tourism, hospitality and food service to Minnesota? What are the careers available in these 
areas? Product research and development in the following areas:  drafting a fantasy team; 
stadium design; security, concessions, travel and lodging, sponsorship and promotion of teams 
and entertainers, public relations and publicity, and event planning. 
 
The DECA organization is also a part of this course. Students who wish to get involved may 
participate in leadership conferences, and will compete in competitive events related to business 
situations, and in local activities such as the high school Blood Drive. Possible field trips could 
include: Mall of America, Water Park of America, Target Field, Valley Fair, US Bank, MN Wild and 
others.  
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1584, 1585, 1586 MARKETING II & DECA -  
Prerequisite: Marketing I (1580, 1581, and 1582) 
(3 Trimesters – Grades 11-12) 
3.0 College credits available upon successful completion through Riverland Community 
College 
This advance marketing course will build upon student knowledge of marketing theory and 
continue application of these theories through classroom projects and activities, as well as 
management of the school store, and competitive projects through participation in DECA.  
 
Marketing is a business course aimed at assessing changing consumer needs and wants and 
profitably developing products and services that satisfy these needs and wants while adhering to 
environmental and ethical standards. 
 
Topics we will cover:  Promotional concepts and strategies; visual merchandising and display; 
advertising; print ads; channels of distribution; physical distribution; purchasing; stock handling 
and inventory control; price planning, strategies, and math; marketing research; product 
planning; branding, packaging and labeling; extended product features; the selling process and 
careers in marketing. Students taking the internship work program may also enroll in Marketing 
II as the required course option. 
 

1590, 1591, 1592 YOUTH SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP (YSL) 
(1, 2 or 3 trimesters – may be repeated - 7th period) 
(Grades 11, 12) 
YSL is a class for juniors and seniors that will focus on students becoming active citizens in 
meeting the needs of our school and community through volunteer service. Young people are a 
tremendous resource - this is an opportunity to "make a difference" in your community. 
 

What will YSL do for you? 
-You will gain professional skills valuable to future employees. 
-You will network with new people and encounter new ideas. 
-Provide you with an opportunity to give back to your community. 
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************************************************************************* 

 

AVID 
Teacher recommendation and application process required 

 
Course # Course Name Grades 

1700-1702 AVID 9   9 
1703-1705 AVID 10 10 
1706-1708 AVID 11 11 
1709-1711 AVID 12 12 

 
AVID, Advancement Via Individual Determination, is a college readiness system for elementary 
through higher education that is designed to increase school wide learning and performance. The 
AVID course uses research based methods of effective instruction, provides meaningful and 
motivational and professional learning. Although AVID serves all students, the AVID elective 
focuses on the least served students in the academic middle.   
  

1700, 1701, 1702 AVID GRADE 9  
The curriculum for Grade 9 includes, an introduction, preparing Cornell Notes, creating binders, 
learning about effective tutorials, preparing for effective tutorials, setting goals, managing time, 
developing 6-year plan, learning effective test-taking strategies, writing, reading, inquiry, 
organization, and collaboration. 
 

1703, 1704, 1705 AVID GRADE 10 
The curriculum for Grade 10 includes assessing individual skills/abilities, using test results for 
career and college investigation, develop leadership skills, researching colleges and careers, 
developing public-speaking skills, assigning service-learning projects, develop problem-solving 
skills, creating portfolios, writing, reading, inquiry, organization, collaboration. 
 

1706, 1707, 1708 AVID GRADE 11 
The curriculum for Grade 11 includes Preparing for college entrance exams/Assessing individual 
skills/abilities, matching skills/abilities careers, researching careers, updating portfolios, 
researching colleges, visiting colleges, participating in Job Shadows, writing, reading, inquiry, 
organization, and collaboration. 
 

1709, 1710, 1711 AVID GRADE 12  
Students who have participated in AVID will be offered this opportunity as seniors.  The 
curriculum will include completing college applications, researching scholarship opportunities, 
preparing scholarship applications, developing leadership skills, completing college entrance 
exams, exploring and preparing FAFSA documents, budgeting and personal finances, preparing 
for interviews, preparing resumes, cover letters, job applications, participating in Job Shadows, 
updating portfolios, writing, reading, inquiry, organization and collaboration. 
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****************************************************************************** 
Language Arts and Communications 

 
Course # Course Name Grades 

2101-2103 Lang/Lit 9: I, II, III 9 
2111-2113 Lang/Lit 10: I, II, III 10 
2121-2123 Lang/Lit 11: I, II, III 11 
2131-2133 Lang/Lit 12: I, II, III 12 
2161-2163 Foundations of Literature 9, 10 
2141-2143 Advanced Placement English: Literature & 

Composition 
11 

2151-2153 Advanced Placement English: Language & Composition 12 
 

All courses offered in the Language Arts and Communications curriculum will include work in 
basic communication skills.  In each course described below, therefore, the course content will be 
supplemented with required work in such areas as spelling, punctuation, vocabulary building, 
English grammar and usage, oral expression, reading, listening, and the fundamentals of writing.  
Please notice the grade level for each course. 
 

2101, 2102, 2103 LANG/LIT 9: I, II, III  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 9) 
These REQUIRED courses will introduce students to a variety of non-fiction (1st trimester) and 
fiction (2nd trimester) and classics (3rd trimester) designed to help ninth grade students work 
with ideas, appreciate literature, improve writing skills and communicate clearly in both oral and 
written expression. 
 

2111. 2112. 2113 LANG/LIT 10: I, II, III  
(3 Trimesters – Grade 10) 
These REQUIRED courses will continue to introduce students to a variety of fiction and non-
fiction.  The 1st trimester will focus on grammar and composition.  The 2nd trimester will focus on 
the classics, including Shakespeare and poetry.  The 3rd trimester will explore American authors 
and their contribution to the literary canon. 
 

2121. 2122. 2123 LANG/LIT 11: I, II, III  
(3 Trimesters – Grade 11) 
These REQUIRED courses are a continuation of literary exploration, analysis, and critical 
thinking in both literature and non-fiction.  Trimester 1 and 2 will contain the study of science-
fiction and various genres.  Trimester 3 will be a study of public speaking and intrapersonal 
communications. 
 

2131. 2132, 2133 LANG/LIT 12: I, II, III   
(3 Trimesters – Grade 12) 
These REQUIRED courses will be a continuation of reading, composition and analysis of literary 
works.  
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2141, 2142, 2143 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH: LITERATURE & 
COMPOSITION   
(3 Trimesters-Grade 11) 
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA in subject area required 
An AP English Literature and Composition course engages students in the careful reading and 
critical analysis of imaginative literature. As they read, students consider a work’s structure, 
style, and themes as well as such smaller-scale elements as the use of figurative language, 
imagery, symbolism, and tone. 
Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP English exam in the spring, and 
are responsible for the exam fee. Upon successful completion of the AP English exam the student 
will be given a 0.333 GPA bonus for each trimester of AP English. Colleges may grant college 
credit depending on the student’s score on the AP English exam.  
 

2151, 2152, 2153 ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH: LANGUAGE & 
COMPOSITION   
(3 Trimesters-Grade 12) 
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA in subject area required 
This course is for students who plan to take the AP English exam for college credit. Students will 
read prose and poetry in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts and write for a 
variety of purposes. Through the reading and writing, students will become aware of a writer's 
purpose and an audience's expectations. Students will study the way generic conventions and 
the resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 
 
Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP English exam in the spring, and 
are responsible for the exam fee. Upon successful completion of the AP English exam the student 
will be given a 0.333 GPA bonus for each trimester of AP English. Colleges may grant college 
credit depending on the student’s score on the AP English exam.  

 
2161, 2162, 2163  FOUNDATIONS OF LITERATURE  
Enrollment in this class by teacher recommendation only 
Foundations of Literature 9-10 is a reading intensive course designed to help struggling readers 
reach grade-level reading. Students in this course will spend the first two trimesters on various 
reading and vocabulary acquisition skills with a focus on reading fiction and nonfiction novels, 
excerpts, and, short stories to close the gap on individual reading levels. Students in the first two 
trimesters of this course are students who have significant reading deficiencies and are 
identified as students reading at least two grade levels below their current grade. These students 
are selected based on teacher recommendation and lexile tests. In the third trimester of this 
class, the focus shifts to more intensified reading strategies that will be assessed during high-
stakes reading tests that sophomore student must take in the spring of that year. These students 
are selected based on teacher recommendation, pre and post MCA tests administered by the 
English teaching staff as well as student Lexile.     
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Industrial Tech 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 

3101 Introduction to Electronics 9, 10, 11, 12 

3110-3112 Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW) 9, 10, 11, 12 

3113-3115 Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 10, 11, 12 

3117-3119 Civil Engineering and Architecture 11, 12 

3116 Architectural Design 10, 11, 12 

3130, 3131 Woods I 9, 10, 11, 12 

3134-3136 Woods II 10, 11, 12 

3151 Welding 10, 11, 12 

3153, 3154 Welding II (Advanced Welding) 11, 12 
 

 
We are living in an ever-changing technological society today where more and more 

occupations require a good understanding of technical skills and problem solving. The most 
sought after employees are those with great hands-on skills and the ability to solve problems. A 
great majority of jobs available today require some S.T.E.M (science, technology, engineering, 
math) related skills or abilities. With the integration of our new PLTW (Project Lead the Way) 
classes, you can gain valuable S.T.E.M experience by applying science and math with the use of 
technology to complete engineering projects in our Industrial Technology department. If you like 
to work with your hands, if you plan to or already own a car, plan to pursue a career in an 
Engineering field, we have options for you. 

There are many opportunities available for both boys and girls in Industrial Technology. 
The best place for students to start is in a class called Introduction to Engineering Design, a 
Project Lead The Way class. Students who take Industrial Technology courses often become 
aware of new career opportunities that are available to them. Please join us and explore 
Industrial Technology and S.T.E.M through the following courses: 
 

 

3101 INTRODUCTION TO ELECTRONICS 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
The world of electricity and electronics is no longer in the future; it is here now! In order to cope 
with all the high technology devices and develop a career in electricity, a basic understanding of 
electrical principles is essential. This course will cover sources of electricity, ohms law, series 
and parallel circuits, switches, resistors, and basic residential house wiring. It will help you 
become familiar with the basic concepts of electricity and electronics, reinforced by the 
construction of electronic projects. 
NOTE: Students signing up for this course should have successfully completed Intermediate Algebra. 
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3110, 3111, 3012 INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING DESIGN (IED) 
(3 Trimesters - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Students signing up for this course should have successfully completed Intermediate 
Algebra and be enrolled in or completed Geometry. 
Introduction to Engineering Design (IED) is an introductory course to our new Project Lead the 
Way (PLTW) series of classes. Although the course is designed for 9th or 10th grade students, 
11th and 12th grade students are also encouraged to enroll.  The major focus of IED is the design 
process and its application.  Through hands-on projects, students apply engineering standards 
and document their work.  Students will use industry standard 3D modeling software (Inventor 
by Autodesk) to help them design solutions to solve proposed problems, document their work 
using an engineer’s notebook, and communicate solutions to peers and members of the 
professional community. College credit available pending on meeting specific requirements. 
 

3113, 3114, 3115 PRINCIPLES OF ENGINEERING (PLTW)  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Intro to Engineering Design (PLTW) and Advanced Algebra 
Principles of Engineering (POE) is a high school-level survey course of engineering. The course 
exposes students to some of the major concepts that they will encounter in a post-secondary 
engineering course of study. Students have an opportunity to investigate engineering and high 
tech careers. POE gives students the opportunity to develop skills and understanding of course 
concepts through activity-, project, and problem-based (APPB) learning. Used in combination 
with a teaming approach, APPB learning challenges students to continually hone their 
interpersonal skills, creative abilities, and problem solving skills based upon engineering 
concepts. It also allows students to develop strategies to enable and direct their own learning, 
which is the ultimate goal of education. 
 

To be successful in POE, students should be concurrently enrolled in college preparatory 
mathematics and science. Students will employ engineering and scientific concepts in the 
solution of engineering design problems. Students will develop problem-solving skills and apply 
their knowledge of research and design to create solutions to various challenges. Students will 
also learn how to document their work and communicate their solutions to their peers and 
members of the professional community.  
 
Principles of Engineering is the second of two foundation courses in the Project Lead the Way 
high school engineering program. The course applies and concurrently develops secondary level 
knowledge and skills in mathematics, science, and technology. College credit available pending 
on meeting specific requirements. 
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3117, 3118, 3119 Civil Engineering and Architecture (PLTW) 
(3 Trimesters - Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Introduction to Engineering Design (PLTW) and 
Principles of Engineering (PLTW) 
 
Civil Engineering and Architecture (CEA) is a high school level course that is appropriate for 
11th or 12th grade students interested in careers related to civil engineering and architecture. 
No previous knowledge is assumed, but students should be concurrently enrolled in college 
preparatory mathematics and science courses in order to facilitate the use and understanding of 
appropriate math and science concepts necessary for the successful completion of CEA 
coursework. Students will use industry standard 3D architectural modeling software to facilitate 
site and building design and technical documentation.  Civil Engineering and Architecture is the 
study of the design and construction of residential and commercial building projects. The course 
includes an introduction to many of the varied factors involved in building and site design and 
construction including building components and systems, structural design, stormwater 
management, site design, utilities and services, cost estimation, energy efficiency, and careers in 
the design and construction industry.  
 
Civil Engineering and Architecture is one of the specialization courses in the Project Lead The 
Way® high school pre-engineering program. The course applies and concurrently develops 
secondary level knowledge and skills in mathematics, science, and technology. College credit 
available pending on meeting specific requirements. 
 

3116 ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
(1 Trimester- Grades 10, 11, 12) 
This is a NEW trimester course to introduce students to the area of Architectural design. Students 
will have the opportunity to explore many traditional architectural designs and learn about the 
elements that go into the design of a residential home. Through the use of our state-of-the-art 
Autodesk REVIT software students will learn to draw a complete set of plans for a two-story house. 

 
3130, 3131 WOODS I  
(2 Trimesters - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
May count towards 2 credits of Art standard  
This class provides an introductory experience to wood technology. Students will learn basic 
cabinetmaking skills and design principles in developing and constructing a small cabinet. Wood 
properties, material specifications, basic joinery, safety, operation of power and machine tools, 
and assembly / finishing techniques are some of the topics studied in this class.  Students 
interested in pursuing a career in a cabinetmaking or a construction related field will benefit 
from taking this course.  All students taking this course will be required to construct their own 
project.  Students must understand that there will be a financial commitment to purchase materials 
for their project. Machine safety and operation, responsibility and pride in workmanship are 
emphasized in this two trimester course.   
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3134, 3135, 3136 WOODS II  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Woods I 
If you have completed Woods I and desire to learn more about woodworking tools and explore 
more complex woodworking techniques, this is the class for you!  In this 3 trimester course, 
students will first review safety principles and rules, then learn about some more complex 
woodworking techniques. Students have the flexibility of researching and choosing their own 
project. From laying out a plan of procedure, to following through to completion students will 
work in a more independent shop environment to develop further skills and problem solving 
techniques when working with wood. Students will have the flexibility of building one major 
project or several small projects. All students taking this course will be required to construct their 
own project. Students must understand that there will be a financial commitment to purchase 
materials for their project. Machine safety and operation, responsibility and pride in 
workmanship will be emphasized in this 3 trimester course.  
 

3151 WELDING I 
(1 Trimester - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Welding I is a course designed to give students a working knowledge of common welding 
equipment and procedures for Arc and Gas Welding.  This class exposes students to industrial 
related experiences in the areas of oxy-acetylene welding, cutting, and AC / DC Arc Welding and 
the setup of the various types of welding equipment.  Safely handling and working with welding 
equipment, electrode selection, material identification, and good welding techniques are 
stressed.  The safe operation and proper set-up procedures are a requirement of each student as 
they complete specified welds.  A large portion of Welding I is dedicated to application of 
knowledge as students develop skills in welding processes.   

 
3153, 3154 WELDING II (ADVANCED WELDING)  
(2 Trimesters - Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite:  Welding I 
If you have completed Welding I, you might wish to develop your skills by taking Welding II.  You 
will have an opportunity to use the machines used in industry for Wire Feed (MIG) and High 
Frequency (TIG) Welding to weld stainless steel, aluminum, and steel.  There will also be new 
techniques in regular AC/DC arc and oxy-acetylene welding.  The first trimester will concentrate 
on welding aluminum and stainless/mild steel.  The second trimester emphasizes the design and 
construction of individual projects which may include metal sculpture/art work or traditional 
projects such as a trailers, weight lifting benches, engine stands, etc. 
Welding I is a prerequisite to Welding II.   
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World Language 

  

Course # Course Name Grades 

3540-3542 Spanish I 9-12 

3543-3545 Spanish II 10-12 

3546-3548 Spanish III 11-12 

3549-3551 CIS Spanish IV 12 
  

Why study a world language? 
In order to: 
1.     Enjoy learning another language 

2.     Make travel more feasible and enjoyable 

3.     Increase chances of entry into college and graduate school 
4.     Earn college credit 
5.     Improve employment potential 
6.     Increase native language proficiency 

7.     Appreciate international literature, music, and film 

8.     Increase global understanding 

9.     Expand study abroad opportunities 

10.    To sharpen cognitive and life skills 
  

Increasing numbers of colleges are including world languages among their entrance 
requirements. Those planning to attend a Minnesota public university should be aware that two 
years of a high school world language are recommended for admittance. Students who do not 
meet these requirements may have to take non-credit remedial courses or make up a language 
credit while attending college. All private colleges in Minnesota suggest a strong high school 
world language background. Depending on the private college, high school world language 
preparation may satisfy college world language requirements. If fewer years than the 
requirement are taken, the student may be tested and placed in a course according to 
proficiency. Students enrolled in world languages will receive one credit for each trimester. 
Waseca High School encourages all 4-year college-bound students to take at least two years 
of a World Language. 

 
3540, 3541, 3542 SPANISH I 

(3 Trimesters-Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 

The students learn to comprehend, speak, read, and write simple conversational sentences.  Each 
unit revolves around a theme such as school, family, sports, shopping, travel.  These materials 
are designed to enrich the students' learning of various aspects of life in Mexico, Central America, 
South America and Spain. 
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3543, 3544, 3545 SPANISH II 

(3 Trimesters-Grades 10, 11, 12) 

Prerequisite:  Spanish I 
The objective of this course is to increase the students’ skill to comprehend, speak, read, and 
write Spanish. This is done by reinforcing and expanding vocabulary with an emphasis on 
sentence structure and grammar. Continued emphasis is given to acquiring a growing 
appreciation of the cultures of various Spanish-speaking countries. Cultural focus is on Central 
and South America; however, students will also receive some exposure to Mexican and Spanish 
culture. 
  

3546, 3547, 3548 SPANISH III 

(3 Trimesters-Grades 11, 12) 

Prerequisites:  Spanish I and Spanish II 
This course gives students the opportunity to increase vocabulary, further develop ability in all 
language skills and gain knowledge of the culture of Spanish-speaking countries.  The course will 
begin with a review and continue with the presentation of more advanced grammatical 
structures. Oral Spanish will be used extensively for the development of conversational and 
listening skills. 
  

3549, 3550, 3551 CIS SPANISH IV 

(3 Trimesters-Grade 12) 

Prerequisites: Spanish I, II and III, class rank in top 30%(possible exceptions), and be a 
Junior or Senior. 
See department chair for details. 
This course is the University of Minnesota Intermediate Spanish 1003 course offered through the 
College-in-the-Schools (CIS) program. By successfully completing this course, students will earn 
five credits from the University of Minnesota. Credits may also be transferred to other 
institutions. The textbook, online workbook, handouts, and exams are the same as those used by 
the University. The course is graded as a college-level course. Additional high school activities 
will be included as time permits. A limited number of students may take Spanish IV for high 
school credit only. 
  
Notes: 
1.  Students who do not pass any given trimester of Spanish will not be able to continue until that 
course is repeated and passed the following year. 
2.  Travel opportunities are available to students enrolled in levels II, III, or IV of Spanish.  The 
Spanish Club offers fundraising opportunities to assist those students wishing to improve their 
language skills by taking part in a travel-study program. 
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Mathematics 
 

Course ## Course Name Grades 

4124-4126 Intermediate Algebra 9 

4127-4129 Geometry 9, 10 

4130-4132 Algebra II 11, 12 

4140-4142 Advanced Algebra 9, 10, 11, 12 

4146-4148 CIS College Algebra Through Modeling 11, 12 

4150-4152 Pre-Calculus 10, 11, 12 

4156-4158 Enriched Pre-Calculus 10, 11 

4153-4155 AP Statistics 11, 12 

4160-4162 AP Calculus 11, 12 

0210 Student Assistant 12 
 

4124, 4125, 4126 INTERMEDIATE ALGEBRA,  
(Three Trimesters – Grade 9) Prerequisite: Algebra 
Recommended: Graphing Calculator 
Intermediate Algebra is a continuation of Algebra I which extends into more advanced topics.  
Topics will include recursion, linear equations and systems, quadratic equations, functions, and 
data/statistics.  Enrollment in this course must be recommended by your Algebra teacher.   
 

4127, 4128, 4129 GEOMETRY  
(3 Trimesters-Grades 9, 10) Prerequisite:  Algebra or Intermediate Algebra 
Recommended: Scientific or Graphing Calculator 
Geometry deals chiefly with the relationship of lines, angles, and other figures which lie in a 
plane - circles, rectangles, etc.  Also, some special relationships of solid geometry are considered.  
Methods of reasoning which lead to logical conclusions are studied.  Knowledge of geometry is 
advised for further study in many of the vocational courses of study as well as for those students 
continuing on to college. 
 

4130, 4131, 4132 ALGEBRA II 
(Three Trimesters – Grades 10, 11) Prerequisite: Geometry  
Recommended: Graphing Calculator 
Algebra II is a continuation of Intermediate Algebra which extends into more advanced topics.  
Topics will include recursion, linear equations and systems, exponential equations, quadratic 
equations, functions, and data/statistics.  Enrollment in this course must be recommended by 
your Geometry teacher.   
 

4140, 4141, 4142 ADVANCED ALGEBRA  
(3 Trimesters 10, 11, 12) Prerequisite:  Geometry  
Required: Graphing Calculator 
Advanced Algebra is a continuation of intermediate algebra which extends into more advanced 
topics.  Topics will include recursion, linear equations and systems, exponential equations, 
logarithms, conic sections, quadratic equations, functions, data/statistics, and trigonometry.  
Enrollment in this course must be recommended by your Geometry teacher.    
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4146, 4147, 4148 CIS COLLEGE ALGEBRA THROUGH MODELING (formerly 
called CIS Mathematial Modeling and Prediction) 
 (3 Trimesters 11, 12) Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra  
Required: Graphing Calculator 
Note:  Per University of Minnesota regulations - Students enrolling in College Algebra Through 
Modeling must be juniors or seniors in high school and in the academic middle, between the top 
50% and the top 20% of their class, or have instructor approval, to participate. They must also 
have completed high school Algebra I and II courses with grades of at least a C-. 
The class covers techniques of representing the behavior of real-world data with algebraic 
equations, including linear, polynomial, exponential and logarithmic functions. Students also 
learn basic probability theory including counting methods and conditional probability. The class 
emphasizes the use of traditional algebraic methods and technologies such as graphing 
calculators and Excel spreadsheets to find equations that accurately represent the behavior of 
real-world data.   
 

4150, 4151, 4152 PRE-CALCULUS  
(3 Trimesters-Grades 10, 11, 12) Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra 
Required: Graphing Calculator 
Pre-Calculus is an extension of some of the topics from advanced algebra as well as the 
introduction to calculus concepts.  Pre-Calculus will create a foundation for college level 
algebra.  The study of trigonometry is included in this course.  It is recommended that you have a 
grade of "B" or better in Advanced Algebra to take this Course. 
 

4156, 4157, 4158 ENRICHED PRE-CALCULUS 
(3 Trimesters-Grades 10, 11) Prerequisite: Advanced Algebra 
Required: Graphing Calculator 
Enriched Pre-Calculus is intended for students who will take AP Calculus AB at WHS.  This course is 

required for AP Calculus and is intended for those students planning careers which involve intensive 

study in mathematics and science in college.    The study of trigonometry is included in this course.  It 

is highly recommended that you have a grade of "B" or better in Advanced Algebra to take this 

Course. 
 

4153, 4154, 4155  AP STATISTICS 
(3 Trimesters-Grades 11, 12) Prerequisite:  Advanced Algebra 
Required: Graphing Calculator 
AP Statistics is the high school equivalent of a one semester, introductory college statistics 
course. In this course, students develop strategies for collecting, organizing, analyzing, and 
drawing conclusions from data.  Students design, administer, and tabulate results from surveys 
and experiments. Probability and simulations aid students in constructing models for chance 
behavior. Sampling distributions provide the logical structure for confidence intervals and 
hypothesis tests. To develop effective statistical communication skills, students are required to 
prepare frequent written and oral analyses of real data.  
 
Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP Statistics exam in the spring, 
and are responsible for the exam fee. Upon successful completion of the AP Statistics exam the 
student will be given a 0.333 GPA bonus for each trimester of AP Statistics. Colleges may grant 
college credit depending on the student’s score on the AP exam.  
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4160, 4161, 4162 AP CALCULUS AB  
(3 Trimesters-Grade 11, 12) Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus 
Required: Graphing Calculator 
Topics covered will be those traditionally covered in a first year introductory calculus.  After 
completing this course, many students should be able to qualify for advanced mathematics 
placement in college, if they so desire.  The intent, however, is to give you a solid base for college 
calculus. It is recommended that you have a grade of "B" or better in Pre-Calculus to take this 
Course. 
Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP Calculus exam in the spring, and 
are responsible for the exam fee. Upon successful completion of the AP Calculus exam the 
student will be given a 0.333 GPA bonus for each trimester of AP Calculus. Colleges may grant 
college credit depending on the student’s score on the AP Calculus exam.  
 

Music Department 

Course # Course Name Grades 

4510-4512 Select Concert Choir 10-12 

4520-4522 Concert Choir 9-12 

4540  Marching Band 9-12 

4541-452 Symphonic Band 10-12 

4550-4552 Concert Band 9-12 

 

Students enrolled in Band and Chorus will receive a trimester of credit each grading period.  
Students are permitted to carry both instrumental and vocal music courses and use the credits 
toward graduation. 

VOCAL MUSIC 
Students in the choral music program are encouraged to improve their musical skills through 
participation in large groups, small ensembles and solo experiences.  The program includes 
public performances, the study of several musical styles, vocal production, sight singing, 
ensemble techniques, and the opportunity for competition in league contests.  Students are 
encouraged to strive for increased music appreciation, success in performance, and skills in 
functioning within a group. 
 

4510, 4511, 4512 SELECT CONCERT CHOIR  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Open to qualified students by audition in grades 10, 11, and 12. Weekly sectional rehearsals are 
scheduled in addition to daily rehearsals. The Select Choir presents 4-5 concerts per year, 
participates in choir festivals and in solo/ensemble contests, and performs at other school and 
community activities. Membership for the entire year is required for participation in any major 
choir trip. A limited number of individual voice lessons are available to choir members. Auditions 
will be held in May to be considered for Select Choir membership in the following year. Choral 
music is a full year commitment. 
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4520, 4521, 4522 CONCERT CHOIR  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Open to all students in grades 9, 10, 11, and 12.  Daily rehearsals will include modern selections, 
folk songs, secular and sacred literature.  Concert choir participates in 3-5 concerts per year, 
festivals and solo/ensemble contests.  A limited number of individual voice lessons are available 
to choir members. Membership for the entire year is required for participation in any major 
choir trip. No audition is required for membership in Concert Choir.  Choral music is a full year 
commitment.   

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC 
Through participation in the instrumental music program, the student is encouraged to improve 
their appreciation of music.  In individual and class study the student will strive to improve: 
technique, musical skills and concepts, solo and ensemble playing, positive attitude.  Sectionals 
and full band rehearsal will give study in standard and contemporary band literature, as well as 
provide an opportunity for competition in festivals and contests. 
 

Students who wish to be considered for Marching Band should register for Course 4540 
AND one of the following:  4541/4542 (Symphonic Band) or 4551/4552 (Concert Band).  
Students not intending to be in Marching Band need to register for Course 4550 AND 
either 4541/4542 (Symphonic Band) or 4551/4552 (Concert Band). 
 

Auditions for the next year's bands will be held in May. 
 

4540 MARCHING BAND 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Marching Band, parade and field, is made up of instrumental students enrolled in grades 9-12 
and membership is by audition only.  The marching band performs at home football games, 
several marching competitions, parades, the Indoor Marching Concert, and other appearances 
scheduled during the year.  Marching Band meets daily. Students are also required to be in 
attendance of Spat Camp, which starts prior to the school year.  Instrumental Music is a full year 
commitment. 
 

4541, 4542 SYMPHONIC BAND  
(Trimesters 2, 3 - Grades 10, 11, 12) 
Open to students in grades 10-12 who have successfully gained membership by audition - this is 
a more advanced ensemble with higher demands on musicianship and individual expectations.  
The Symphonic Band presents two concerts a year and participates in State Large Group Contest.  
As a pep band, members perform at some home athletic events, pep assemblies, and other school 
activities.  Symphonic Band meets daily. Instrumental Music is a full year commitment. 
 

4550, 4551, 4552 CONCERT BAND  
(3 Trimesters - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Open to students in grades 9-12 who have successfully gained membership by audition.  The 
Concert Band performs at 3 concerts each year, including the Indoor Marching Concert for 
students in 1st Trimester Concert Band.  They also participate in State Large Group Contest.  As a 
pep band, members perform at some home athletic events, pep assemblies, and other school 
activities.  Concert Band meets daily.  Instrumental Music is a full year commitment. 
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Physical Education & Health 

 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 

5110-5112 Physical Education 9 

5120-5121 Physical Education 10 

5122 Health 10 

5140 Lifetime Fitness 11, 12 

5141 Advanced Health and Fitness 11, 12 

5142 Weight/Strength Training 11, 12 

 

Waseca School District Physical Education program intends to meet the physical, mental, social 
and emotional needs of the student. Each student will have opportunities for learning 
experiences that will enhance skill building and the development of physical fitness components 
with recognition of individual differences.  Paralleling skill and fitness development is the 
students' ability to initiate positive changes in behavior attitudes to carry throughout life. 
 

5110, 5111, 5112, 5120, 5121 PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
(Grades 9, 10) 
Physical Education is required for students in grades 9 and 10.  These classes meet daily in the 
fall and spring trimesters for students in grade 10.  Students in grade 9 meet every other day 
each trimester.  10th grade students earn one credit per trimester, 9th grade 1/2 credit per 
trimester.  Activities include both team and individual fitness and game activities.   
 

5122 HEALTH  
(1 Trimester - Grade 10) 
Health is a 60 hour required course, which is taught winter trimester. 
The health curriculum will cover topics such as personal wellness, mental and emotional health, 
drug education, human sexuality, HIV/AIDS, STDs, stress management, decision-making skills, 
peer resistance skills, nutrition, self-esteem, eating disorders, and alcohol and tobacco 
prevention. 
 

ELECTIVE PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
Physical education and health is provided for students in grades 11 and 12. All three classes can 
be taken for credit towards graduation. 
Students can take this course no more than twice for credit (the second time by written 
teacher permission). 
Prerequisite: successful completion of 9th & 10th grade Physical Education 
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5140 LIFETIME FITNESS 
(1 Trimester – Grades 11, 12) 
This course is designated for the student interested in continuing a program of cardiovascular 
fitness.  The class will emphasize the relationship between health and physical activity, including 
classroom work and lifetime activities.  Activities will include jogging, weight training, aerobics, 
swimming, etc.  Grading will be based on individual performance and written work. 
 

5141 ADVANCED HEALTH AND FITNESS 
(1 Trimester - Grades 11, 12) 
This advanced Physical Education and Health class is taken during either the junior or senior 
year.  It is specifically designed to incorporate advanced health topics such as nutrition, 
reproductive health and other health issues.  In addition, the class will incorporate fitness 
activities including low-impact aerobics workouts (walking, yoga, tai chi, tae bo, self-defense, 
Pilates, relaxation therapy) as well as weight/strength training. 
 

5142 WEIGHT/STRENGTH TRAINING 
(1 Trimester - Grades 11, 12) 
Students can take this course no more than twice for credit (the second time by written 
teacher permission). 
Offered based on number of students. 
Prerequisite: successful completion of 9th and 10th grade Physical Education 
This course is designed for the student interested in weight/strength training.  The class will 
strength train every day with instruction focusing on various techniques and exercises.  
Throughout the trimester each student will develop their own strength training plan that suits 
their individual needs.  Grading will be based on individual performance and participation. 
 

Science 
 

Science 
Course # Course Name Grades 

5510-5512 Physical Science 9 
5507-5509 Enriched Physical Science 9 
5520-5522 Biology 10 
5577-5579 Everyday Biology 10 
5530 Limnology 11,12 
5531 Anatomy and Physiology 11,12 
5535-5537 ChemCom 11, 12 
5540-5542 Chemistry 11,12 
5550-5552 AP Chemistry 12 
5560-5562 CIS Physics by Inquiry 10,11,12 
5563-5565     CIS Intro to College Physics  11,12 
5566-5568     Electricity and Modern Physics 11,12 
5570 Weather 11, 12 
5571 Geology 11, 12 
5572 Astronomy 11, 12 
5574-5576 Computer Science Essentials (PLTW)  
5533 Fish and Wildlife Management –See AG  
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Recommended Academic Course Selection Based on Possible 
Career Paths in Science 

 

Year 

Community/Technical 
College                         

(2 yr colleges - check 
college requirements) 

College Prep             
non science 

major        
(4 yr colleges) 

Advanced College Prep Engineering 

      Basic route 
Advanced 

Route 
Basic route 

Advanced 
Route 

Freshman Physical Science Physical Science 
Physical 
Science 

Physical 
Science 

Physical Science Physical Science 

Sophomore Biology Biology Biology Biology Biology Biology 

Junior 

ChemCom or CIS 
Physics by Inquiry(PBI) 
and Electives based on 
expected career path 

Chemistry or 
Physics plus 

Science electives 

Chemistry 
plus science 

electives 

Chemistry plus 
science 
electives 

Chemistry  

Chemistry and 
possibly physics 

plus science 
electives 

Senior 

ChemCom or CIS 
Physics by Inquiry and 

Electives based on 
expected career path 

Chemistry or 
Physics plus 

Science electives 

CIS College 
Physics plus 

science 
electives 

AP Chemistry 
and CIS 

College Physics 

AP Chemistry 
and/or CIS 

College  Physics 

AP Chemistry 
and/or CIS 

College Physics 

 
 

Year Medical fields 
Agricultural/biological 

fields  

  Basic route Advanced Route Basic route 

Freshman Physical Science Physical Science Physical Science 

Sophomore Biology Biology Biology 

Junior 

 Chemistry, 
Anatomy (could 
be taken as a 

Senior) 

 Chemistry, 
Anatomy, Animal 
Science courses 

Chemistry plus Science 
electives  

Senior 
Physics, Anatomy 
(could be taken as 

a Junior) 

AP Chemistry, 
Physics, Anatomy, 

Animal Science 
courses 

Chemistry plus Science 
electives  

  
Science Electives - all one trimester courses 
 

5510, 5511, 5512 PHYSICAL SCIENCE  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 9) 
Physical science is a course that introduces the concepts found in physics and chemistry content 
standards. Topics will include matter, motion, energy, waves, light, metals and nonmetals, 
bonding, acids and bases, and carbon compounds. In this course students learn to: 1) work 
independently and cooperatively in groups; 2) practice safety procedures that promote a safe 
environment at home and in the work place; 3) use scientific equipment to collect and analyze 
data; 4) design, conduct, and interpret scientific investigations. 
 
This class is a hands-on lab experience in which students have to actively demonstrate their 
achievements. This course will follow a traditional grading system and will be supplemented 
with current textbooks.  
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5507, 5508, 5509 ENRICHED PHYSICAL SCIENCE  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 9)-  
By invitation only 

Enriched Physical science is a course that introduces the concepts found in physics and 
chemistry content standards. Topics will include matter, motion, energy, waves, light, metals and 
nonmetals, bonding, acids and bases, and carbon compounds. In this course students learn to: 1) 
work independently and cooperatively in groups; 2) practice safety procedures that promote a 
safe environment at home and in the work place; 3) use scientific equipment to collect and 
analyze data; 4) design, conduct, and interpret scientific investigations. This course goes into 
deeper math concepts than Physical Science and includes 24 additional lab/enrichment 
activities. Students can only join this class if they are invited by the teacher. 
 

5577, 5578, 5579 EVERYDAY BIOLOGY  
(3 Trimesters-Grade 10) 
By invitation only 
This course covers the basic concepts of biology. It is designed to teach the essentials of biology 
as it applies to everyday life. Enrollment in this course is contingent upon the approval of the 
instructors. 
 

5520, 5521, 5522 BIOLOGY  
(3 Trimesters-Grade 10) 
Prerequisite: Physical Science 
Biology is a second level course designed to give students a broad basic biological science 
background. The new curriculum will have a comprehensive scope with in-depth coverage of 
main topics and their application of current issues. Decision making skills, problem solving, 
critical thinking, integration of disciplines, and cultures, and reading/writing skills will be 
emphasized. Fall trimester will cover biological principles, biochemical processes, ecology, 
conservation, and introduction to the cell.  Winter trimester will cover cell function, human 
anatomy and physiology, immune system and disease.  Spring trimester will cover genetics and 
biotechnology, the plant kingdom, invertebrate and vertebrate biology, and environmental 
issues. 
This class is a hands-on lab experience in which students have to actively demonstrate their 
achievements. This course will follow a traditional grading system and will be supplemented 
with current textbooks.  
 

5530 LIMNOLOGY 
(Fall Trimester – Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Biology 
This course is designed to make students aware of the processes, techniques and philosophies 
used to manage freshwater lake and stream ecosystems.  This course will provide students with 
“in the field” experience developing their skills of observation, instrumentation, data collecting 
and drawing meaningful conclusion based on data collected.  Area lakes and streams will be used 
as areas of research.  This is a lab oriented course and topics include: stream and lake 
classification, physical, chemical and biological factors affecting lakes and streams, aquatic 
ecosystem management, aquatic ecosystem restoration, and a survey of various aquatic 
ecosystem problems. 
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5531 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
(Spring Trimester – Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Biology 
The spring trimester course is a medically oriented class for those college bound students 
interested in a career in a related medical profession or wishing to increase their knowledge of 
the human body. Topics included are; Tissues, Integumentary, Skeletal, Muscular, Nervous, and 
Endocrine systems. Students will research a topic of their choice involving the Human Body. 
Recommend a grade of C+ or better in Biology.  This course is required for students in the Health 
Science Technology course. 
 

5535, 5536, 5537 CHEMISTRY IN THE COMMUNITY (CHEMCOM)  
(3 Trimesters-Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Physical Science, Biology, with a GPA less than 3.0 
ChemCom is a chemistry course designed for students that have a 3.0 GPA or less. It covers the essential 

chemistry topics, consistently relating them to their use outside of the classrooms. ChemCom is meant to 

have frequent hands-on activities as well as research and presentation opportunities. Grade will be 

determined using classwork, labs, quizzes and tests.  

 

5540, 5541, 5542 CHEMISTRY  
(3 Trimesters-Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Physical Science  
Prerequisite: 2.5 GPA in Biology 
Chemistry is the study of the composition of matter and the changes that matter undergoes.  
Chemistry is a college preparatory course.  Problem solving involving algebra and laboratory 
work are emphasized.  Topics include organization of matter, chemical names and formulas, 
stoichiometry, phases of matter, energy in chemical reactions, acids and bases, solutions and 
their behavior, chemical reactions, and organic chemistry survey. 
 

5550, 5551, 5552 ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY  
(3 Trimesters-Grade 12) 
Prerequisite:  Chemistry 
Prerequisite: 3.0 GPA in Chemistry required 
(Instructor Approval) 
AP Chemistry is designed to be the equivalent to the general chemistry course usually taken 
during the first year of college. College credit may be earned if the student scores well on the 
College Board exam. The exam fee is the responsibility of the student. 

Additional Course Information 
Course time is spent in qualitative and quantitative laboratory work, new topics and review of 
previous year’s topics, and problem solving sessions. Students are expected to spend a minimum 
of five hours per week in unsupervised individual study. 
Students taking this course are highly encouraged to take the AP Chemistry exam in the spring, 
and are responsible for the exam fee. Upon successful completion of the AP Chemistry exam the 
student will be given a 0.333 GPA bonus for each trimester of AP Chemistry. Colleges may grant 
college credit depending on the student’s score on the AP Chemistry exam.  
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5560, 5561, 5562 CIS PHYSICS BY INQUIRY 
(3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12)      Receive 4 University of Minnesota credits 
Prerequisite: Top 50 % of your class or have teacher approval. 
This is a lab-based introduction of properties of matter, electric circuits, and light/color.  
Performing experiments similar to the way real scientists work.  This has applications to real-
world systems. 

Additional Course Information: 
It focuses on physics content and the nature of science and learning.  On the content side, 
students explore physics ideas that can be used to explain interesting phenomena, including the 
relationship between force and motion, the nature of energy, energy transformations, and 
conservation of energy, and the small particle theory of matter.  On the nature of science side, 
students learn the process by which knowledge is developed within a scientific community. 

 
5563, 5564, 5565 CIS INTRO TO COLLEGE PHYSICS  
3 Trimesters - Grades 10, 11, 12) Receive 4 University of Minnesota credits 
Prerequisite: B or better in Advanced Algebra 
Fundamental principles of physics in the context of everyday world. We will use 
kinematics/dynamics principles and quantitative/qualitative problem solving techniques to 
understand natural phenomena.  Course will follow the following outline: Lecture, Recitation, 
Lab. 

Additional Course Information 
Good course for students who are interested pursuing studies in science or engineering and who 
are good at mathematics.  The course will provide them with the opportunity to learn 
fundamental physics principles and complex problem solving skills needed for more advanced 
study.  For those thinking of a career in engineering or physics it is highly recommended to take 
both CIS Intro to College Physics and Electricity/Modern Physics. 
 

5563, 5564, 5565 ELECTRICITY AND MODERN PHYSICS  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 11, 12)                   
This course will cover fundamental principles of physics in the context of everyday world that 
are not covered in CIS Intro to College Physics.  We will use wave/electricity principles and 
quantitative/qualitative problem solving techniques to understand natural phenomena.  The 
course will use lecture, recitation, and lab work. 

Additional Course Information:   
Electricity and Modern Physics is a good course for students who are interested pursuing studies 
in science or engineering and who are good at mathematics.  The course will provide them with 
the opportunity to learn fundamental physics principles and complex problem solving skills 
needed for more advanced study.  For those thinking of a career in engineering or physics it is 
highly recommended. 
 

5570 WEATHER 
(Fall Trimester - Grades 11, 12) 
Topics will include; general concepts in weather, global climatic processes, effects of the earth’s 
motion on weather, factors that influence water quality, and human impact on earth’s climate. 
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5571 GEOLOGY 
(Winter Trimester - Grades 11, 12) 
Topics will include energy, thermodynamics, plate tectonics, weathering and erosion, rock 
formation, and cycles. The student will research an environmental issue and evaluate its impact. 
 

5572 ASTRONOMY 
(Spring Trimester – Grades 11, 12) 
Topics include; the universe, identifying stars and galaxies, and the solar system. 
 

5574, 5575, 5576 COMPUTER SCIENCE ESSENTIALS (PLTW) 
(3 trimesters- Grades 9-12) 
At a time when computer science affects how we work and live, Project Lead the Way Computer 
Science Essentials empowers students in grades 9-12 to become creators, instead of merely 
consumers, of the technology all around them.  This course engages students in compelling, real-
world challenges. As students work together to design solutions, they learn computational 
thinking – not just how to code – and become better thinkers and communicators. Students take 
from this course in-demand knowledge and skills they will use in high school and for the rest of 
their lives, on any career path they take. 
Students will experience the major topics, big ideas, and computational thinking practices used 
by computing professionals to solve problems and create value for others. This course will 
empower students to develop computational thinking skills while building confidence that 
prepares them to advance further within the field.  
 

************************************************************************* 
 

Health Science Technology—Application process required 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 
1569 Health Careers Seminar 11, 12 
5580 Medical Terminology 11, 12 
5583, 5584 Health Science Technology 11, 12 
5531 Anatomy and Physiology  11, 12 
5600 Basic Nursing 12 

 

*NOTE: In order to participate in the Health Science Technology course you must sign up 
for all of the above courses except Basic Nursing. The only exception is if the student has 
previously taken Anatomy and Physiology. 
 

1569 HEALTH CAREERS SEMINAR 
(Winter TM—Grades 11, 12) 
This course works with Health Science Technology and focuses on employability and career 
success. Students research and investigate several health careers, identify careers of interest, 
create career resumes, cover letters, and learn effective interview strategies/techniques. 
Students will have opportunities to practice interviewing with local business HR managers.  This 
course will also focus on “soft skills” needed for career success: conflict resolution, 
communication, time management, leadership, team work and other work-related skills. 
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5580 MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY 
(1 Trimester-Grades 11, 12) 
This course will be a study of the language used in the Health care delivery system. The course 
presents component medical word parts and their use in the building and interpreting medical 
terminology related to each body system. Spelling, pronunciation and usage of medical 
terminology will be emphasized. This class is presented online along with Health Science 
Technology.  
 

5583, 5584 HEALTH SCIENCE TECHNOLOGY  
(Fall and Winter Trimester + Health Internship- Grades 11, 12) 
This course is offered in an activity-rich learning block and is designed to foster an awareness of 
career possibilities in health care and to inform students of the educational options available for 
health science and health technology programs. Through an in-depth study of healthcare careers, 
students will experience over 50 hours of hands-on, clinical education at Waseca Mayo Health 
Clinic, in nursing, rehabilitation, health informatics, lab and imaging and alternative medicine. 
This course prepares students for more specific health care career education and training. After 
completion of the course, students may take either a regional or national certification test. A 
passing score may provide an employment advantage.   
 

5531 ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 
(Spring Trimester – Grades 11, 12) 
Prerequisite: Biology 
The spring trimester course is a medically oriented class for those college bound students 
interested in a career in a related medical profession or wishing to increase their knowledge of 
the human body. Topics included are; Tissues, Integumentary, Skeletal, Muscular, Nervous, and 
Endocrine systems. Students will research a topic of their choice involving the Human Body. 
Recommend a grade of C+ or better in Biology.  This course is required for students in the Health 
Science Technology course. 
 

5560 BASIC NURSING 
(Fall and half of Winter Trimester-Grade 12 only) 
Prerequisite: Completing the first year of the High-STEP program with a C or higher 
This program is an 80 hour curriculum developed by the Minnesota State Colleges and 
Universities. Students participate in online curriculum studies, laboratory skills and gain hand-
on experience during their clinical rotation. Students that successfully complete this course 
qualifies for admittance to the Competency Evaluation at an approved Minnesota Technical 
College test site. Regular attendance at all online, laboratory and clinical rotations is mandatory. 
Unexcused absences will result in removal from the class. Note that this course is NOT for college 
credit.  
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Social Studies 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 
6101-6103 Social 9/Geography 9 

6107-6109 U.S. History 10 
6119-6121 World History  11 
6133-6135 Principles of American Gov. and Economics 12 
6130-6132 CIS Political Science I, II, III 12 (By invitation only) 
6137 Psychology  12 

 

6101, 6102, 6103 - SOCIAL 9/GEOGRAPHY  
(3 Trimesters-Grade 9)  
This is the required Social Studies course for all freshmen. 
Fall Trimester: Students will become more knowledgeable about the nature of the social 
sciences and more skilled in thinking systematically and critically by taking “Intro to Social 
Studies”.  The first trimester will begin with units on critical thinking and effective study skills.  It 
will conclude with an introduction in the disciplines of Psychology, Sociology, and the 3 themes 
of Geography. 
Winter Trimester: Students will complete the classroom portion of Driver Education.  Students 
receive a social studies credit upon completion of this course. 
Spring Trimester: Trimester three will continue with an in-depth look at Geography.  The 
course will focus on Physical Geography in many parts of the world.   
 

6107, 6108, 6109 - U.S. HISTORY    
(3 Trimesters-Grades 10) 
Fall trimester (1900-1939) First Trimester begins where students ended 8th Grade History.  
Progressive at the beginning of the 1900’s is the first unit.  This is followed by study of WWI, the 
1920’s and the Great Depression. 
Winter trimester (1939-1965) U.S. History II second trimester begins with a study of the 
United States movement from an isolationist nation to the involvement in WWII.  A great deal of 
time will be spent on this time period.  Following our study of WWII, students will move from the 
Cold War era and into the 50’s and 60’s. Students will also complete a two-week career 
investigation and course planning unit that is a valuable tool for their educational planning. 
Spring trimester (1965-Present) Third Trimester focuses on the more recent years of 
American History.  Topics covered this trimester are: Civil Rights Movement, U.S. involvement 
and escalation in Vietnam, Kennedy Assassination, Counter Culture Movement, Watergate, the 
1970’s, 1980’s and more recent events. 
 

6119, 6120, 6121 – WORLD HISTORY 
(3 Trimesters-Grades 11) 
This year-long required junior social studies class examines world history, geography, and 
government in a comprehensive manner.  The thematic approach analyzes the impact of 
global exchanges and interactions throughout human history between world civilizations. 
Throughout this course students investigate historical patterns and the lasting effects of 
history on our modern world.  
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6133, 6134, 6135 PRINCIPLES OF AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND ECONOMICS 
(3 Trimesters-Required for Grade 12 Social Studies not taking CIS Political Science) 
In the study of the American Government, the student will be given the fundamentals of our 
Federal, State and Local government.  The course will begin with a study of the framework of 
these governments which is our Constitution, and the study of the President, Congress, and 
Judicial system. The students will also focus on our political party system, its origins, 
development, its status today, and its strengths and weaknesses.  Also, throughout the year long 
course students will acquire information and skills sufficient to carry out wise and effective 
actions concerning the practical everyday economic and civic responsibilities of the United States 
citizen through the study of global scarcities, the welfare system, supply and demand, the 
business cycle, the federal budget, taxes and the national debt.   
 

6130, 6131, 6132 CIS POLITICAL SCIENCE  
(3 trimesters - Grade 12)  
(Invitation and permission only-See Mr. Hanson) 
This full year course fulfills the Grade 12 Social Studies requirements. 
This course is a University of Minnesota Political Science course.  Successful completion of this 
course will give students four credits from the University of Minnesota.  Credits can then be 
transferred to the college students will attend.  The course content is focused on a scientific 
study of American politics and government.  Election year activities will accompany class 
curriculum.  A high rigor of reading and writing is required of students.   The course is graded as 
a college level course with appropriate expectations. Successful completion of this course meets 
the state Economics standard. 

 
6137 PSYCHOLOGY 
(Elective Course-Grade 11, 12) 
Students in Psychology will study the beginnings of psychology and how it has evolved into its 
present day status.  Psychology will look closely at the interaction between the brain and the 
body.  Topics such as consciousness and dreams, sensation, perception, learning, human 
development, frustration, conflict, stress, personality and mental disorders will be discussed in 
this one trimester course.  A two-week unit on criminal profiling is also included in the study of 
psychology. Students should be prepared to relate the course materials to their own lives and 
experiences, allowing them to evaluate their own development and growth. 
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2017-2018 Agriculture Science 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 
5533 Fish and Wildlife Management 9-12 

6509 Plant Science I (college credit) 9-12 
6513 Natural Resources (college credit) 9-12 
6530 Small Engines 9-12 
6549 Animal Science I (college credit) 9-12 
6550 Animal Science II (college credit) 9-12 
6557 Companion Animal Science (college credit) 9-12 
6562 Leadership 10-12 
6565-6567 Agribusiness (college credit-Concurrent Enrollment with Riverland) 12 
1573-1575 Internship Work Program 12 
 Summer Agriculture 9-12 
**Find information about Concurrent Enrollment and college credit on page 7 
 
 

Agriculture is the industry that grows your food, clothing, medicines, housing materials, and 
much more.  Today's agriculture offers many rewarding and challenging careers beyond just 
traditional farming including Agribusiness Management, Agricultural and Natural Resources 
Communications, Building Construction Management, Agriscience, Resource Development and 
Management, Parks, Recreation, and Tourism Resources, Packaging, Horticulture, Forestry, Food 
Science, and Fisheries/Wildlife.   
 
 

Benefits of Agriculture Education at Waseca High School include: 
● Hands on learning!  We go outside, to the shop, or to the greenhouse to get our hands 

dirty and stimulate our brains. 
● Science or business or college credit.  Many of the courses meet help students meet the 

requirements for graduation and/or beyond. 
● Experiences beyond the classroom. Students enrolled in agriculture courses are 

encouraged to be members of FFA, and as a part of the Ag Ed curriculum each student is 
encouraged to participate in leadership opportunities, field trips, and community service 
events available through FFA.  Students will also maintain and keep records on a 
Supervised Agricultural Experience outside of the classroom. 

 
5533 FISH AND WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
(1 Trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course is for students interested in hunting, fishing, and the outdoors.  Species focuses 
includes deer, waterfowl, upland game fowl, bear, and other small game mammals. Investigate 
the biology behind being an avid outdoors person. Topics included are Wildlife conservation, 
current hunting issues, ecology, outdoor survival, hunting methods, game laws and wildlife 
management.  Guest speakers will enhance material covered in class. 
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6501 EXPLORING AGRICULTURE (NOT offered 2017-2018) 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10) 
Beginning Agriculture Science students are strongly encouraged to take this course first 
during their 9th or 10th grade year. This course is for any student that has an interest in a 
career path in the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources (AFNR) industry.  It offers an 
exciting, hands-on approach to developing the knowledge and skills for today’s industry 
opportunities.  This course will provide basic necessary skills in each of the 7 Agriculture and 
Natural Resources career paths: Food, Animal, Plant Systems, Natural Resources, Environment, 
Ag Mechanization, and Ag Business.  Includes orientation to FFA and Supervised Agricultural 
Experiences (SAE).  This course is designed for 9th and 10 graders who have not previously taken 
an agriculture class.   
 

6509 PLANT SCIENCE  
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Learn how plants grow, survive, reproduce and do the amazing things they do. Study plant 
structure, physiology and growth through hands-on learning and experiments.  Propagate plants, 
practice gardening principles and learn how to maintain and manage plants in this applied 
science course. Students will participate in the landscaping our school grounds and growing 
plants in the greenhouse.  Students may receive a Tech Prep credit in Agronomy by taking Plant  
Science I & II and Natural Resources. (Offered every other year in the spring: 2016, 2018) 
 

6510 CROP SCIENCE (NOT offered 2017-2018) 
(1 trimester – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Focus on the propagation (growing) of plant crops such as turfgrass, landscaping plants, 
ornamentals, corn, and soybeans.   Examine the benefits and challenges of fertilizers and 
pesticides in crop production. Students may receive a Tech Prep credit in Agronomy by taking 
Plant Science I & II and Natural Resources. (Offered every other year in the spring: 2017, 2019) 
 

6511 FOOD SCIENCE   (NOT offered 2017-2018) 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This course provides learning experiences in food science and safety, which will apply to 
practices used in the development of food products. Units of instruction include: methods of food 
preservation, food processing, food packaging, chemistry in food, micro-organisms in foods, 
quality assurance and food components. Students will spend time developing and creating a new 
food product taking into consideration all aspects of the food chain and how to market the final 
product.  
 

6513 NATURAL RESOURCES 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Are you interested in managing our natural resources as a career path or as a future landowner?  
This course explores the role of natural resources including soil, air, water, wood and energy in 
our environment and economy today. Topics include soil formation, erosion, and conservation, 
water use, pollution, and improvement, air quality, and energy. Students may receive a Tech Prep 
credit in Soils by taking Natural Resources and Plant Science I & Crop Science.   
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6520 AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS (NOT offered 2017-2018) 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
This is a hands on, learn by doing course in which students will spend lots of time on the shop 
side of the Ag room.  Discover agriculture mechanics and cover topics of shop safety, woods, 
basic construction, plumbing, electricity, general maintenance and vehicle maintenance.   
Construct a basic woods project.  Use these skills to build or restore a piece of equipment in the 
project based portion of the class.  A small fee for projects taken home. (Offered every other year: 
16-17, 18-19) 
 

6530 SMALL ENGINES 
(1 trimester – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Do you know how an engine works?  In this hands on course, students will examine small 
gasoline powered engines from both a theoretical and practical point of view.  Procedures for 
repair and replacement of engine parts and components will be discussed.   Students will work 
on Briggs & Stratton 4 cycle engines, completing a tear down and rebuild.  
 

6549 ANIMAL SCIENCE I 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Study science concepts from the animal perspective.  Learn about basic animal production, 
reproduction, health maintenance, genetics, and nutrition.  The course focuses on beef, dairy, 
sheep, swine and poultry.  Ideal for students interested in careers in animal science and 
veterinary medicine.  Students may receive a Tech Prep credit in Animal Science by taking 
Animal Science I, Animal Science II and Companion Animal Science. 
 

6550 ANIMAL SCIENCE II 
(1 trimester – Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Preferred Prerequisite: Animal Science I 
Expand on animal science and continue learning about animal biology through beef, dairy, sheep, 
swine, horses and poultry.  Topics include animal behavior, alternative animal production, 
reproduction, health & nutrition, genetics and animal issues in agriculture.  Students may receive 
a Tech Prep credit in Animal Science by taking Animal Science I, Animal Science II and 
Companion Animal Science. 
 

6557 COMPANION ANIMAL SCIENCE 
(1 trimester - Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Explore the science of small animal care, diseases, habits, genetics, and nutrition. We will focus 
on dogs, cats, rabbits, birds, reptiles, guinea pigs, and pet fish. Learn about animal selection, 
safety and proper animal welfare. Students may receive a Tech Prep credit in Animal Science by 
taking Animal Science I, Animal Science II, and Companion Animal Science. 
 

6562 LEADERSHIP  
(1 trimester- Grades 10, 11, 12) 
What makes a good leader?  Learn about different skills you can develop to be a better leader 
through hands on activities and projects. Students will gain leadership experience by planning 
and carrying out events with their peers.  Topics for this course include defining leadership, 
effective communication skills, public speaking, individuals and groups, managerial leadership 
skills and personal development.  FFA membership is strongly encouraged for students who take 
this class. 
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6565, 6566, 6567 AGRIBUSINESS (college credit) 
(3 trimesters - Grade 12) 
Agriculture and business go hand in hand, see how and apply it in this course designed for 
seniors. Students will learn about general financial management, personal finances, budgeting, 
insurance, getting a loan, taxes, saving money, applying and interviewing for a job, preparing 
financial statements for a business.  Students complete proficiency applications and will create a 
business plan applying course concepts.  Apply personal work experience in class. Qualified 
students can earn 3 credits from Riverland Community College.  
 

1573, 1574, 1575 INTERNSHIP WORK PROGRAM  
(3 Trimesters - Grade 12) 
Open to Seniors Only 
The Internship program is designed to strengthen student learning by engaging students in on-
the-job learning opportunities and provide meaningful business experiences outside the 
classroom. Student work schedules will vary depending on where they choose to work. Students 
may earn 1-2 credits each trimester. Register to take Agribusiness along with the Internship 
work program.  
 

SUMMER AGRICULTURE - during June and July 2017 
(must be going into 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th in 2017-2018) 
Summer Ag time-flexible program for students and the schedule will be designed around the 
needs of the students who participate. Students must be going into 9th, 10th, 11th, or 12th 
grades in the following school year. Students will attend 30 hours of class time, including field 
trips, landscaping, and FFA Barnyard shifts. Students will maintain a Supervised Agricultural 
Experience outside of class (minimum of 30 hours). Students will earn 1 trimester credit at WHS 
and hours of Agriculture Education to put toward FFA degrees and awards. Students should see 
Mrs. Roesler to register in May. 
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Special Courses/Non-Elective 
 

Course # Course Name Grades 
2173-2175 Language Arts 9-12 
2541-2543 Essential Life Skills  11-12 
4185-4187 Math Skills 9-12 
5513-5515 Essentials of Physical Science 9, 10 
5523-5525 Essentials of Biology 9, 10 
5526-5528 Essentials of Chemistry 11, 12 

5160-5162 Adaptive Physical Education 9-12 
5176-5178 Basic Skills 9-12 
6150-6152 Essentials of Global Studies 11 
6160-6162 Vocational Preparation 11-12 
6172-6174 Basic Transition Skills 9-12 
6185-6187 Essential Work Experience 11-12 
6600 WAGE (PAES lab) 11-12 

 

2173, 2174, 2175, Language Arts  
(3 Trimesters- Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Teacher Permission Only 
This course provides remedial reading and writing activities to meet the needs of each student.  
This course teaches students the reading, writing, and study skills to enhance lifelong learning.  
Each trimester the class will focus on reading 1-2 novels. 
 

2541, 2542, 2543 Essential Life Skills   
(3 trimesters - grades 11,12) 
Teacher Permission Only 
This course will cover budgeting, check book skills, health and nutrition, community 
participation (shopping skills, using a bus schedule) filling out forms, recreation and leisure 
activities etc. 
 

4185, 4186, 4187 Math Skills  
(3 Trimesters- Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 
Teacher Permission Only 
Recommended: TI-30xIIs calculator (or similar) 

This course helps students build and/or master concepts in pre-algebra, algebra, and geometry. 

It includes the application of algebraic and geometric skills in life situations by problem solving. 

Data statistics and probability will also be explored. 
 

5513, 5514, 5515 Essentials of Physical Science 
(3 trimesters- grade 9/10 alternate years) 
Teacher Permission Only 
This course introduces the concepts found in the physics and chemistry content standards. 
Topics include matter, motions, energy waves, metals and nonmetals, bonding, acids and bases, 
and carbon compounds. 
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5523, 5524, 5525 Essentials of Biology   
(3 trimesters- grade 9/10 alternate years) Teacher Permission Only 
This course covers the basic concepts of biology. It is designed to teach the essentials of biology 
as it applies to everyday life. 
 

5526, 5527, 5528 Essentials of Chemistry 
(3 trimesters-grades 11/12) Teacher permission only 
Chemistry is a study of the composition of matter and the changes that matter undergoes.  Topics 
include organization of matter, chemical names and formulas, phases of matter, energy in 
chemical reaction, acids and bases, solutions and their behavior, and chemical reactions. 
 

5160, 5161, 5162 Adaptive Physical Education  
Teacher Permission Only 
Developmental Adapted Physical Education (DAPE) is an integral part of the regular physical 
education program sharing common beliefs, goals and body of knowledge.  DAPE is for persons 
who qualify for special education service (have an identified disability) and who for whatever 
reason are unable to participate safely or successfully in regular physical education.  Students 
receiving adapted physical education may receive instruction in a variety of settings.  Placement 
in any given setting is a judgment call, and is determined according to where the student most 
likely can achieve her/his physical education potential.  Students in adapted physical education 
in Waseca follow the curriculum as in regular physical education.  Accommodations and 
modifications are made whenever necessary. 
 

6160, 6161, 6162 Vocational Preparation  
(3 Trimesters- Grades 11, 12) Teacher Permission Only 
Students enrolled in this class will gain information, explore ideas, and develop skills that will 
help them succeed in their job and/or career.  The course will cover Child Labor Laws, Career 
Exploration, Interest Inventories, Finding a Job, Joining the Workforce, Work Relationships, 
Communication, Ethics, Lifelong Skills, and more.  (**This course is required to take the course 
Essential Work Experience) 
 

6185, 6186, 6187 Essential Work Experience  
(Grade 11, 12) Teacher Permission Only 
Required Course taken with Work Experience: Vocational Preparation 
This program is for juniors and seniors whose needs are most appropriately met in work 
situations.  Students can earn credit for experiences at the job site and/or volunteer experiences.  
(The classroom component, Vocational Preparation, is required for credit in the work program.) 
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6600 WAGE (PAES lab) 
Teacher Permission Only 
The PAES Lab focuses on skill development in five job cluster areas: Business & Marketing; 
Construction & Industrial; Consumer Services; Computer Technology; and Processing & 
Production.  At the PAES Lab students are exposed to a broad range of hands-on, generalized 
work skills.  Students will be better prepared for community work experiences, future 
employment and independent life.  Students clock in and go to work exploring nearly 300 jobs in 
the five career areas.   The jobs are based on typical skills found at community based job sites.  
Students find out what job skills they are good at, and what job skills they like to do.   
 

5176, 5177, 5178 Basic Skills 
 (1 trimester – Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) 
Teacher Permission Only  
Courses beginning with the word “basic” will focus on the fundamental skills within that area 
that will allow students to function and participate in the home, school and community 
environments with increased independence. 
Basic Social Skills - 6000, 6001, 6002 
Basic Reading Skills – 2000, 2001, 2002 
Basic Math Skills – 4000, 4001, 4002 
Basic Writing Skills – 2003, 2004, 2005 
Basic Job Skills – 6163, 6164, 6165 
Basic Computer Skills – 1600, 1601, 1602 
Basic Science Skills – 5500, 5501, 5502 
Basic Social Studies – 6020, 6021, 6022 
Basic Music/Art – 1400, 1401, 1402 
Basic Skills: 5176, 5177, 5178 This course includes goals that are student specific that do not fit 
under the categories listed above. For example: goals related to physical and sensory needs of 
the student. 
 

6172, 6173, 6174 Basic Transition Skills 
 (1 trimester- Grades 9, 10, 11, and 12) 
Teacher Permission Only 
This course will focus on the fundamental skills needed to transition into the world of work.  
Students will have the opportunity to learn a variety of jobs within the school setting and 
community setting (when available). This course will assist students in learning how to complete 
job related tasks, following directions, how to get along with co-workers, time management, 
problem solving and social skills. All while gaining valuable hands-on work experience. 
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EL (English Learner) Department  
 

EL English 1 

This course is for beginning and elementary EL students that do not yet have the English skills 
necessary to participate successfully in grade level English coursework. Students are assessed 
and lessons are developed to help them progress in each of the four language domains: reading, 
writing, listening, and speaking. 
 

EL English 2   
This course is for EL students at a low intermediate level and above that do not yet have the 
English skills necessary to participate successfully in grade level English coursework. Students 
are assessed and lessons are developed to help them progress in each of the four language 
domains: reading, writing, listening, and speaking.  
 

EL U.S. History 

This course is designed to help EL students with their vocabulary, reading comprehension, and 
writing skills as they learn the basics of US history.   We cover the major time periods from pre-
colonized America and the Native Americans, European Exploration and Colonization, the 
American Revolution and the development of a new nation, Western Expansion and 
Industrialization, and the Civil War and its aftermath.  If time permits, we will explore the 20th 
century with emphasis on World War 1 and II. 
 

EL Science 

This course is designed to help EL students learn science while at the same time practicing their 
language skills.  Life science, earth science, and physical science will be covered but focus is 
dependent on students’ age, level, and credits needed. 
 

EL Math 

This course is designed to help EL students master the basic vocabulary and skills of 
mathematics before they enroll in a grade level math classroom. 
 

LEAP (Learning English for Academic Purposes) 

LEAP is for upper-level EL learners.  It is designed to further develop their reading and writing 
skills and acquire the academic vocabulary necessary for success.  A variety of texts, including 
long works of fiction, will be read and examined, and the issues raised will be discussed both 
orally and in written form. 
 

EL Study Halls  
These are available for students who don’t need a daily EL class. Help is provided by our 
bilingual liaison, Mr. JD Delgado.   There is no credit given for this option, but the help given 
increases student learning and success. 

 


