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The Waseca Public Schools are in our last year of our current Strategic Plan. As such, we have been working diligently with
our plan as our guide and many of the strategies are coming to fruition. Our plan states:
VISION: In collaboration with our community, we will provide content-rich, rigorous, innovative, personalized learning to
prepare all learners for college, career, and life.
STRATEGIES (Focused Allocation of Resources):
1. Assuring a guaranteed and viable curriculum and programs fostered by staff training.
2. Assuring facilities and transportation that are safe and meet program needs.
3. Assuring quality technology systems for student and staff of today and of the future.
4. Assuring effective communication to our families and community.
5. Securing adequate funding to accomplish our vision.
Relating to Strategy 1 (Curriculum): We continue to work on our curriculum and programs. As such, we have added a new
Project Lead the Way 8th grade program. This year we have completed the work to add new social studies curriculum next
year along with a project-based Project Lead the Way science program at our elementary level. PE and Health, which were
slated to be reviewed have been moved into next year due to the recent changes at the state and national levels. Moving
these subjects in the review cycle will allow us to align to the recently updated standards.
Relating to Strategy 2 (Facilities): Central Building (CB), Hartley and WIS all experienced the addition of secure entrances
last summer. Hartley also added new boilers and a renovated Special Education suite on the north side of the building. This
summer, Hartley will receive new cabinets, countertops, sinks and faucets in the original 1958 classrooms. Central Building
also experienced renovated spaces in the Alternative Learning Center (ALC), School Aged Care and the dance studio. The
plan is to replace the cabinets, countertops and other items in the Early Childhood wing of CB during the summer of 2019.
The most significant renovation has been occuring at the Junior/Senior HS (JSHS). As of the publication of this document,
the academic wing at the north end has completed renovation through Phase 3 and the final Phase 4 renovation is well
under way. Areas completed to date include the secure entrance and office on the east side of the building, the academic
classrooms (including the new science areas). The Learning Commons and other areas will be completed this spring/
summer as will the renovated locker rooms, music suite, servery and the new Performing Arts Center (PAC). Construction
is on budget and on schedule. We anticipate opening the 2018-19 school year with all construction complete.
This summer, you will also notice a thorough renovation of the pool and tennis courts at the JSHS. Hartley will receive a
long awaited walk in cooler. It is our intention to add a new concession stand and bathrooms to the stadium during the
summer of 2019.
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Relating to Strategy 3 (Technology): We have made significant strides this year. All students now have their own
Chromebooks that can be taken home assuring the opportunity for 24/7 learning. Our infrastructure has been upgraded to
allow for the increased use at school. This year we launched Online Registration (OLR) to allow families greater convenience
and the most accurate data. Many of the new spaces have received updated SMART technologies. Lastly, our new learning
management system (LMS) Schoology was introduced this year for students in grades 7-12, allowing the online posting of
assignments/projects, etc. This summer, we will update our website, including updates to its accessibility for disabled end
users.
Relating to Strategy 4 (Communication): The use of Facebook to live stream events increased this past year. New tools like
Schoology and See-Saw at the elementary level has led to increased communication and transparency. The updated website
will also do the same thing.
Relating to Strategy 5 (Finance): The addition of the new state program for deferred maintenance called Long Term
Facilities Maintenance (LTFM) has allowed the District new tools to address the deferred maintenance needs, the tennis
courts and pool. Additionally, the existing voter approved operating levy will expire. Due to recent changes is statute, the
School Board authorized a “Board approved levy” of roughly the same amount to assure the continued necessary revenue.
If you would like to learn more about District finances, please visit our website where you will find a detailed report in the
Finance folder of Business Services. The School District once again earned the 2018 School Finance Award for 2017 financial
reporting! This District has been awarded this consecutively since 2006. The District remains in strong financial standing.
The employees of Waseca Public Schools are proud to serve this great community! Thank you for the privilege of doing so.

District Office 507-835-2500

World’s Best Workforce Requires 3 primary measures, including
1) Ready for Kindergarten (goal is 100%),
2) Reading on grade level by 3rd grade (goal is 100%) and
3) Graduating college/career ready (goal 100%)
College/Career Ready ACT Composite
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JR & SR HIGH SCHOOL
The New Waseca Junior & Senior High School
“We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.”
Winston Churchill
In April we begin the final phase of construction
including the new Learning Commons, music room
remodels, locker rooms, industrial technology and
Ag rooms. The gymnasium floor will be repainted and
refinished and pool improvements will be completed.
Completion of these areas and the new auditorium is
scheduled for Labor Day weekend.
The design of our building was chosen to enhance
personalized learning which includes opportunities
for collaboration, the use of technology, and authentic
learning opportunities that include student-centered
learning.

AREA LEARNING CENTER
The Waseca Area Learning Center is excited to
provide the following summer learning opportunities
for students from the Waseca Area. Our summer
programs provide service to students of Waseca, JWP,
WEM and NRHEG.
9-12 Credit Recovery
June 11-28 July 9-26
Monday - Thursday
8:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m.
Credit Recovery is offered to students who have failed
one or more classes in grades 9-12. Math, science,
social studies and English course are offered. This is
a great opportunity for student to get caught up with
credits and stay on track for graduation.

It was very important to staff and students that
natural light was incorporated into the design. While
welcoming the natural light, administration and law
enforcement have been working together with the
state to insure the safety of our students and staff in a
crisis. The safety plan for our building has continued
to change throughout the school year as construction
progresses.

Summer Freshmen Preparation Classes
Students entering 9th grade who are looking for a way
to boost their academic and social skills can also attend
the ALC’s summer Freshmen Preparation classes.
Successful completion of the summer program will
allow students to earn 1.5 high school credits before
they even start their official 9th grade year.

Flex spaces are available throughout the building
to give teachers opportunities to facilitate students
working together in small groups using electronic
devices and other tools for instruction. Industrial
Technology will include a space for Robotics.
Additional spaces to provide academic and behavioral
interventions along with mental health services are
also included.

Location: Central Building
For more information, please contact Jo Ann Erickson,
ALC Coordinator, at erij@waseca.k12.mn.us or
(507) 833-0779.
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The Junior & Senior High School building will not
be accessible to staff or the public throughout the
summer to allow completion. Waseca residents
have invested in the future of Waseca students. The
building improvements our community has provided
will indeed play a role in shaping our student’s futures.
Opening day in September 2018 will be an exciting day.

Waseca Public Schools http://waseca.k12.mn.us

HARTLEY ELEMENTARY

INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Greetings from Hartley Elementary!

WIS Employs Attitude of Gratitude

The school year goes by so fast. As we approach the
end of the school year I want to provide researched
based tips to keep your child’s skills sharp over the
summer. Below are five tips from Dr. Harris Cooper,
Professor of Psychology at the University of MissouriColumbia, to help your child have a fun and learning
filled summer.

Frederick Keonig, a famous German inventor once
wrote, “We tend to forget that happiness does not come
from getting something we do not have, but rather
recognizing and appreciating what we do have.” At
Waseca Intermediate School, an attitude of gratitude is
taught and expected. In today’s world, we sometimes
forget that the attitude we show towards something goes
a long way in helping a skill become a belief.

1. Make great use of your public library. Signup your family to enjoy the fun events that most
libraries have during the summer. Plan regular
trips to the library as well.
2. Think about what your child may be learning next
year in school. Talk to the teachers before summer
begins to get an idea of units that will be addressed
and plan a trip to experience some of that learning
beforehand.
3. Research shows students lose more Math skills
over the summer. Keep that in mind and try to plan
special events that require the use of math skills.
4. Consider summer programming. These programs
can offer differentiated learning in several subject
areas. They can also enrich and accelerate learning
as well.
5. Remember to keep it fun! Don’t force the learning
on the students during the summer break.
I hope these helpful tips will allow your child to keep
sharp over the summer and come back to school in the
fall fired up and ready to go! Thanks for all you do to
help make the educational experience a great one for
your child.
Ben O’Brien

We live in a town that cares about the outcome of
children. The vast majority of students come to school
prepared to learn on a daily basis. Our parents encourage
their students to get involved and support them in their
endeavors both inside and outside of school. Parents help
their students to understand how important learning
and work ethic is for their futures! We are thankful of
our parents.
We live in a community which comes together to
support kids. Community involvement in our schools is
tremendous. Whether it is volunteers spending hours in
the school sharing their expertise or individual financial
support, our community takes pride in their schools and
our schools are a reflection of their support. We are
thankful of our community.
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We house professional educators willing to work
towards continual improvement for students and their
learning. The Waseca Intermediate School is staffed with
individuals working towards personalizing the learning
and meeting the needs of all students. Every member
plays an important role in providing a successful learning
environment. Whether teaching students interpersonal
and social skills or specific curricular essentials, our staff
understands the need to teach the whole child. We are
thankful for all of our staff.
We have fantastic students. They are willing to try new
things and respect the people and property around them.
They put forth the effort it takes to get the most out of
their learning. They understand it is their job to get from
point A to point B in their academic and social-emotional
learning. We are thankful of our students.
We feel extremely fortunate to educate students in the
community of Waseca. This is a special place. We will
continue to make efforts to allow every student to find
their spark in learning. In the spirit of the attitude of
gratitude, we will all continue to focus on the great things
we have in Waseca and at Waseca Intermediate School.
John Huttemier
Principal, Waseca Intermediate School

District Office 507-835-2500

SPECIAL EDUCATION
Welcome to the Waseca Special Education Department!
Special education teachers in Waseca provide services to over 300 students from birth through age 21 (yes, we do work with
babies if there are developmental concerns). Some of our students receive services in their homes if they’re under age 3
or due to medical needs, at daycares, preschools, and in our schools. Waseca is fortunate to be able to provide all levels
of instruction in our schools from learning centers to resource rooms to more inclusive settings as well as therapeutic
programs. We also have a Practical Assessment Exploration System lab called (WAGE) Work Assessment towards Gainful
Employment, which is a unique setting found in a limited number of school districts in Minnesota.
Our Waseca special education teachers are supported by case facilitators, speech-language pathologists and an assistant,
occupational therapists and assistants, physical therapists and assistants, developmental adaptive physical education
teachers, social workers, nurses, mental health practitioners, an autism consultant, vision and deaf/hard of hearing
teachers. Our paraprofessionals provide additional academic support, encouragement and assistance to our students and
teachers as well.
All students in the Waseca school district are considered children first. We encourage everyone to remember-children are
more than their disability. The words we use can unintentionally define a child-they are not a diabetic child or a learning
disabled child. They are children with diabetes or a child with a learning disability.
If you have a child or know a parent who is concerned with their children’s development, please call us to share this
information. For preschool children, you can make a referral at: helpmegrowmn.org. For school age children, please
contact the child’s teacher to discuss your concerns.
We hope you and your children enjoy the rest of the school year!
Heather Harms and Deanna Gronseth
Director and Assistant Director of Special Education

EARLY CHILDHOOD
SCREENING
Readinesss

Vision &
Hearing

Development

Required before Kindergarten Entrance
•

Vision and Hearing

•

Growth

•

Immunization Status

•

Skills in Thinking, Communication & Language

•

Large and Small Muscles

•

Social/Emotional Development

If your child is 3 or 4 years old, call the FEC office to schedule
a FREE screening appointment.

507-835-2222

UPCOMING SCREENING DATES
September 6 & 7
PLEASE SEE OUR FALL BROCHURE COMING
AUGUST 15
FOR MORE UPCOMING SCREENING DATES

Waseca Public Schools http://waseca.k12.mn.us
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Qualified Staff Will Check Your Child’s:

TECHNOLOGY
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Waseca Public Schools
2018-2019 School Calendar
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September
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22-23 New Teacher Workshop

M
3
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F
7
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28

Labor Day

4

1st Day of School (Gr. 4-8)

T
4
11
18
25

W
5
12
19
26

T
6
13
20
27

October

Winter Break - No School

16

Early Out

22

PT Conferences 4-8pm (HA,WIS)

24

PT Conferences 4-8pm (All Schools)

25

PT Conf. - No School for HA, WIS

28

No School for HA, WIS - Comp Day

February 2019 (19)
President's Day - No School

13

Early Out

28

Finals

September 2018 (19)
3

M T W T

1

Finals - End of Trimester 2

4

Teacher Work Day - No School

20

Early Out

29

Inservice Day - No School

28

Inservice Day - No School

29

Teacher Work Day - No School

30

Inservice Day - No School

4-5 K-3 HA PT Orientation
5

1st Day of School (Gr. 9-12)

6

1st Day of School (Gr. K-3)

26

Early Out

October 2018 (19)
1

Inservice Day - No School

15

PT Conference 4-8pm (HA,WIS)

16

PT Conferences 4-8pm (All Schools)

17

PT Conferences - No School
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3

Teacher Work Day - No School
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November

T
4
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18
25

January 2019 (22)
1

18-19 MEA
31

Early Out

November 2018 (20)
Early Out

22-23 Thanksgiving Break
29

Finals

30

Finals - End of Trimester 1

December 2018 (14)

24-Jan1 Winter Break

March 2019 (1/18)

4 5
11 12
18 19
25 26
April

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

F
1
8
15
22
29

M T
1 2
8 9
15 16
22 23
29 30
May

W
3
10
17
24

T
4
11
18
25

F
5
12
19
26

10

Early Out

19

Good Friday - No School

22

Comp Day - No School

25

PT Conferences 4-8pm (JHSH)

M T W
1
6 7 8
13 14 15
20 21 22
27 28 29
June

T
2
9
16
23
30

F
3
10
17
24
31

10

Inservice Day - No School

15

Early Out

27

Memorial Day - No School

29

Finals - Last Day for Seniors

30

Finals

31

Last Day for K-11

M
3
10
17
24

T
6
13
20
27

F
7
14
21
28

2

Commencement

3

Teacher Work Day - No School

T
4
11
18
25

April 2019 (20)

May 2019 (21)

W
5
12
19
26

Tri 1 = 58
Tri 2 = 56
Tri 3 = 59

June 2019 (0)

Gr.K-3:
Gr.4-6 :
Gr.7-8 :
Gr.9-11:

169 Days
171 Days
173 Days
172 Days

Gr.12: 170 Days
Staff: 184 Days

School Board Approved: February 16, 2017
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WASECA SCHOOL DISTRICT PHONE NUMBERS

Superintendent’s /Business Office.................................................................................................835-2500
Hartley Elementary (Grades K-3)....................................................................................................835-2248
Waseca Intermediate School (Grades 4-6).................................................................................835-3000
Jr/Sr High School (Grades 7-12)......................................................................................................835-5470
Waseca Area Learning Center..........................................................................................................835-5588
Special Education Office.......................................................................................................................835-5046
Activities Coordinator...........................................................................................................................837-5534
Food Service...............................................................................................................................................835-3360
Building and Grounds...........................................................................................................................837-5489
Community Education Office...........................................................................................................835-5626
Adult Basic Education (ABE)..............................................................................................................835-5626
Family Education Center (ECFE)......................................................................................................835-2222
School Age Care (WSAC).....................................................................................................................835-3187
Gymnastics.................................................................................................................................................835-8695

WASECA SCHOOL BOARD

Seven School Board members are elected to serve. They are a policy making
body. District administrators carry out those policies. To encourage public
dialogue, the School Board offers a comment period on agenda items during
each regularly scheduled board meeting. School Board meetings are aired on
local public access television.

Randy Zimmerman.
Koni Hudak
Todd Zimmerman.
Julie Anderson
Katie Youngberg
Jeff Hoelmer

UPCOMING SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS
APRIL 19
MAY 17
JUNE 21
JULY 19
AUGUST 16

zimr@waseca.k12.mn.us
hudk@waseca.k12.mn.us
zimt@waseca.k12.mn.us
anderj@waseca.k12.mn.us
youk@waseca.k12.mn.us
hoej@waseca.k12.mn.us

Meetings are at 5:30 p.m. at the Central Building in the
2nd Floor Conference Room

BLUEJAY FUN RUN
WEDNESDAY, MAY 16, 2018




4:00 pm registration begins/packet pickup
5:15 pm 1 mile run begins
6:00 pm 5k run begins

Starts and Ends at Waseca’s Clear Lake Park

REGISTRATION
Pre-registration ends April 30

1-mile run is $3/runner

5k is $20/runner (price includes a t-shirt) or $50 per 5-person team (does not include a t-shirt)

Additional t-shirts are $5 (guaranteed for pre-registrations only)

Individual family cap of $50 (excluding cost of t-shirts)

Pre-register online or in person at Waseca Community Education or email

humann44@gmail.com for a mail-in registration form.
Race Day Registration

1-mile run is $5/runner

5k is $20/runner (does not include a t-shirt)

Team rate is not available after April 30

Limited supply of t-shirts available on Race Day for $8

Register Early for Savings!
Pre-registration ends April 30!

Waseca Public Schools http://waseca.k12.mn.us
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Join Hartley and WIS families for our annual Bluejay Fun Run sponsored by our Parent-Teacher
Organizations. Runners and walkers of all ages invited!

